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On the ball for job
opportunities!

If you are seeking to change your job, or looking to re-enter work,
we want to hear from you!

\

We'can offer:

B Wide range of current job opportunities

M Prompt, correct payment of wages
M Competitive pay rates

M Subsidised transport

M Excellent long term prospects

ey, -
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HERE THEY COME

denis smith

Welcome back everyone and thanks for your support after what has
been another trying week for the club.

Having only suffered one six- gnal defeat in my career, | was hardly
exnecnng to be faced by another in our very next away game and | have to

this one was more wor than the first!

urnemaouth, but not

pie u' players aher suspension, but twesnta
as pleased with our performance on the night
regard QPR as one of the
y Over Iwo games, So it wasa

nd | wi

Okay, 'so we still didn't pick up any points, b
best teams we have played this season, certaint
good measure of how we were going to react

I was though disappointed at the manner of their first goal, as We rarely
concede from set plays, and indeed, it's one of our strengths with
defensive personnel we had out on the pitch.

Still, there were more positive points than minu

s ones and now we have to

and I'm sure he'll get 2

it @ go foro g players will surely
| isplay for York City here last season and be looking fanward 1o

mare e same in the weeks ahead

| was cer pleased with his first game at Loftus Road, especially
considering he had only joined up with the lads as we boarded the coach
south on the day of the match.

in the past | have been able to rely on the financial help from those
supporters who contribute their money to the WINS Group, to sponsor the use
of lgan players like Michael.

But | have say their response has been a fatle bit disappointing on this
occasion and I'm still a fittle up in the air as to whether they will be assisting
me Or not

| would like it noted once again that their help in the past has been
tremendous and | hope this situation will be rectified soan.

| also hope, that they think | have spent wisely the previous money made
available o me, as their assistance has always been appreciated by myself

We all felt awful for Andy Dibble last weekend and the sight of him being
carriad from the pitch at London Road is nol cne | want 10 see repeated.

The good news is that he’s expected to make a full recovery from his
infuries and we all look forward to seeing him back on the pitch for the start of
next $eason.

He is already showing the same determination 1o return to action that we
are used (o seeing in his performances for the team and that can only be a
good sign.

This is an exciti
i

g part of the season, as we face teams in the thick of the
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OUR MIGHTY CHAMPIONS »

news & views

Case for the Defence

Wrexham's defence has been under plenty of scrutiny in
recent weeks, particularly after consecutive six goal away
defeats at Bournemouth and Peterborough. The inquest has not
been easy for those involved in the afore-mentioned disasters,
but such tests of character will be the making of young
defenders like Shaun Pejic.

Pejic has had to work to get his rhythm going as injuries have
disrupted his season: he was glad to get back in the swing of
things, helping to earn a clean sheet in the victory over Grimsby
For myself, | was pleased just 10 get back into the team really. It
was my second game back after injury, and in the first match |
felt a bit rusty at first, but today | felt back in the swing of things.

It has been a bit of a nightmare with injuries, as was last
year. I've been out for a month and now I'm looking to get back
into it and get my season started again

Unwilling to duck from difficult issues, a characteristic which
will certainly help him to recover from the disappointment of
London Road, Pejic is keen to address the criticism which has
been directed at him, and particularly his passing, in recent
games

You get a lot of ball playing from the back the way we play,
and | have to play my part in that. I'm mainly in the side to
defend, and that has to be my main responsibility; passing isn't
my strength, but | work on it

| know my confidence has been low, but I've got to forget
about that now and just get into it. You've got to forget about the
bad things and just think about the positives, haven't you?

| think everyone is negative with me, picking at things. Fair
enough, no-one’s going to be perfect are they? But defensively, |
think I'm quite a good defender and if you look at the records
we've tended to do well when I've been in the side

I'm not sure of the exact stats, but I've got to keep being
positive and forget about the negatives and work on my game

The stats do indeed back Shaun up: Wrexham have kept a
clean sheet every 2.5 games in the league this season when
Shaun has played, but every 3.6 when he is absent. The average
goals conceded per game are also better when Shaun is
playing, although the difference between the two figures was
naturally much greater before the disaster at Peterborough
Wrexham were conceding less than a goal a game when he
played (0.85), compared to 1.22 when he was absent. A
successful defence is based on organisation and combining the
required elements to make a unit function, and the facts show
how valuable Shaun’s pace is in a three-at-the-back system
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Putting Wrexham First

On Thursday, 18 March, 2004, Wrexham AFC Chairman Mr.
Mark Guterman, Club President Mr. Pryce Griffiths and Board
member Mr. David Griffiths met with representatives of the Club’s
Official Supporters’ Association and the Shropshire Reds
independent supporters group

The aim of this meeting was to find 2 way of promoting a
positive view of Wrexham AFC and to mobilise greater support for
the Football Club.

Following a frank and open discussion, it was agreed that a
working party would be formed, bringing together the Football
Club and various Supporters’ organisations, which would then
meet on a regular basis.

The proposed title of this group is WREXHAM FIRST -
reflecting both the importance of the Football Club to its genuine
fans and their target of a place in the First Division.

Hopefully, the creation of WREXHAM FIRST will mark the
beginning of a new chapter in the history of Wrexham AFC, where
apathy and suspicion will give way to enthusiasm and a
determination to succeed.

We would encourage all fans with the club at heart, to join 3
Supporters’ organisation of your choice, to voice your opinion for
the way forward for Wrexham AFC and show your support for the
club in a positive manner

Thomas Sanderson

Making the journey across from the Isle
of Man to watch us play today are the
Sanderson family, originally from Oswestry.
In their party is Thomas, who will be 7-
years-old next Tuesday, so it's a big happy
birthday from all the players at Wrexham
AFC.

His older brother Darryl and one of their
friends will also be across, we hope they
had a safe trip and enjoy the match.
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RAISE YOUR VOICES »

Good afternoon and welcome back to the Racecourse

for today’s game.

May we start off by sending our congratulations to the girls of
Ysgol Bryn Collen, Llangollen and also Ysgol Plas Coach,
Wrexham, who have won through to the Girls Cymru football

challenge finals in Cardiff.

Baoth teams are travelling south this week to compete against
teams from Mid and South Wales, we will bring you the results
in the next programme, but wish both teams every success in

bringing the trophy back North.

Whilst on girls’ football, may we congratulate the U13s team
from Ysgol Bryn Alyn who have won through to the regional
finals of the U13 adidas Cup. The girls will travel to Merseyside
on April 1 to compete for a place in the national finals and once
again we wish them every success.

Recently the Scheme held the area finals of the Kellogg's
Frosties U11 Challenge Trophy and once again the boys from
Borras Park School became the local champions and went
forward to the compete for the regional title.

Despite an early success in their opening game, the boys
unfortunately found the opposition too strong to progress
further. We trust the boys enjoyed their experience and should
be applauded for continuing the proud tradition that Barras Park

has in this competition.

You will see a great number of children in the ground today,
which is thanks to the club supplying us with over 500 free
tickets to distribute amongst various local schools.

What the papers say

“Quick fire Wrexham kept home
and promotion fires burning
with a blink-and-you'll-miss-it
win over Grimsby Town. Three
goals in three minutes sunk the
Mariners after half-an-hour
when you could almost hear
some people snoring in the
sunshine at The Racecourse.
Grimshy, in their bar-ode strip,
gave as good as they got for
over 30 minutes, but when then
all over the shop as Wrexham
struck.”

David Lovett, Wrexham Evening
Leader

“Teenage midfielder Mat
Crowell was starting to find his
feet after making his home
debut against Rushden last
week, and he played in
Armstrong after 22 minutes who
took one touch as he raced into
the Grimsby box only to see his
low shot saved at the near post
But as supporters’ thoughts
started to drift towards their
half-time pie and Bovril, the
game exploded into life in an
unbelievable three minute spell
Andy Rose, Wales on Sunday

www.wrexhamafc.co.uk red

“The first — and best - goal of
the three came on 33 minutes.
Matty Crowell, Wrexham's
menacing number 16, played a
one-two with Jim Whitley and
—bang! Crowell let fly from all
of 25 yards and as soon as it left
his boot it was in. the ball
swerved beyond Andrew
Pettinger’s forlorn leap to open
up the floodgates on a game
that up to then had a distinctly
arid look about it”

David Lovett, Wrexham Evening
Leader

Less than two minutes later,
Armstrong latched onto a
through ball from Darren
Ferguson and hit a cool finish
past the hopelessly exposed
Pettinger. And joy turned to
delirium seconds later when the
former Premiership striker
grabbed his seventh goal of the
season, turning in Liewellyn's
low cross from the right. Almaost
inevitably, the second half
proved to be a huge anti-climax
with Grimsby recovering their
poise to turn the match into a
dour midfield scrap.”

Andy Rose, Wales on Sunday
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TO THE ANTHEM »

welsh

Welcome Return to the Racecourse

North Wales football fans have had to make regular pilgrimages
down south in the last half a decade, but with the unprecedented
success of the awesome Millennium Stadium, not many of us will argue

too much about that.

Indeed, it is hard to envisage
when we will actually get to see a
Wales competitiVe fixture at the
Racecourse Ground again, at least
in the foreseeable future

There have been calls of late
for a long overdue friendly match
back at the birthplace of the game
and with manager Mark Hughes
having his roots in north-east
Wales, born in Wrexham and
brought up in Ruabon, he has no
doubt been touting the FAW
International to Committee to
consider one of the World Cup
qualifying warm-ups being staged
in the north

That wish has been granted in
the form of back to back friendlies
at the latter end of this season
Wales will visit Norway on
Thursday, 27 May and the returm
home to play Canada at the
Racecourse on Sunday, 30 May

With another build-up game in
Hungary on 31 March, Hughes is
keen to tune the squad up for the
double-header scenario in the
coming qualifying campaign, as
we have not fared too well in them
in the past, and will need to be on
song as we face back to back
fixtures throughout our Group Six
series

The first matches in September,
see us meeting up with Azerbaijan
once again and then welcoming
Northern Ireland to the Millennium
a few days later. Only a month or
so later we make the long trip to
England and Poland will be in
Cardiff before you know it!

Sparky will be hoping that not
too many cry off from the build-up
matches, but that is always an
inevitability, as for one reason or
another the names drop off his list
But if certain players want to be
included for the important
matches they have to be willing to
take partin the preparations
Somehow, with such a high profile
group, one feels the incentive will
be too great not to go AWOL this
time around.

While not being regular
opponents by any means, Wales
do have a certain affinity with the
Canadians. The majority of modern
fans will remember the two away
games played in May 1986 - first
in Toronto when we lost 2-0 and
then nine days later in Vancouver
when goals from Dean Saunders
(2) and Malcelm Allen gave us
some revenge
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The most recent contest was a
‘B’ international in March 1992 a1
the Racecourse, which ended in &
1-1 draw, when the visitors were
under the title of Canadian
Dlympic X1

Going back through the mists
of time and into the chronicles of
Welsh footballing history, we
undertook our first ever overseas
tour to Canada in 1929, when
playing a number of matches
including games against various
regions. This visit to the dominions
being a great success

Between 1 June and 3 July, the
FAW touring party, under the
managership of the great Ted
Rotibins and Arthur Thomas (of
Cefn) played 15 matches and were
undefeated throughout. The
games included victories over the
likes of Calgary (10-1) and
Winnipeg (7-1)

As a matter of imerest, the
Welsh team sailed on 24 May,
1929 and didn't reach Montreal
until seven days later!

However, one has to ho back to
the 18th Century and the autumn
of 1981 for the very first Wales v
Canada encounter. The North
Americans were on a tour of
Britain which included an
unofficial match against Wales at
the Racecourse that September.

The game was drawn 1-1,
although another match was
arranged for the following month,
again at Wrexham and this time
the hosts came out on top 2-1. The
players and teams made
interesting reading as the Welsh
line-up was

James Trainer (Preston), Dai
Jones (Boiton), George Postle
(Chirk), Williams Hughes (Bootle),
John Mates (Chirk), Ben Lewis
(Bolon), W.E Pryce-Jones
(Newtown), Billy Owen (Chirk),
Ben Lewis (Wrexham), Richard
Lewis Jones (Swinden), Billy
Lewis (Crewe). Scares being
Richard Lewis Jones and Billy
Lewis

Wales have been playing
internationals against Scotiand,
England and Ireland since 1876,
but aithough ‘unofficial games’
Canada were in effect the first
opponents for Wales from outside
of Britain

All this four years before a
certzain Bilty Meredith put the
Welsh shirt on for the first time!

Gareth M_Davies

Hape you getto a full
Tecovery soon.__you are.
already a hero at Wrexham
and if the commitmeat, focus,
sirength and energy you show
on the figld is a

by, | am certain

recover in doubla qu 1
All the best

Calin Williams

I'd just lika to wish you gll the
best and | really hope you can
mecover from your injury and
pisy football next season. Your
jury puts a damper on what
was otherwise & great gamo
for a posh fan. You are a grest
keeper, and its such a shame
that your braveness in goal on

Very sorry to hear about your
njury, vmdm'thuqmbes‘l
of lick in
WaM|nm|Sup|nm"
Club at the Abbey Stadium &
couple of seasens ago, atter
you had collected 8 nasty
gash above your eye. We all
enjoyed chatting 1o you while
you waited for your transport
0 & Luton Town funetion, you
are a wonderful advert for
professional footbsll snd we
hope this injury sn'tas
seripus as it locked on the TV.
Bast wishes for 3 speedy
recovery from 2l your
Cambridge Unied fans,
Basry

So sorry to hear of your awful
injury yesterday. | hope the
cperation is a complete
success and look forward o
s2ging you betwsen ihe sticks
RGAIN $00N,

Nigel Davies

On behaif of all of us kere at
the Lisngolien International
Musical Eisteddfod

12.03.04 DISAPPOINTMENT

Rounding up the latest WAFC news

06.03.04 CUP DISAPPOINTMENT

After a fantastic run in the League Cup for the Under 19's it all sadly came
to an end at home to Preston in the Northern Section Semi Final. The
Dragons were unfortunately outclassed on the day by four goals to one,
but certainly there are some positive’s to come from this fantastic cup
campaign. It is something that many of the young players will have
gained valuable experience from and maybe next year they will be able 1o
collect some silverware

06.03.04 HOME WIN

The Dragons collected three points as they defeated a less than
impressive Gnimsby Town at home. Matty Crowell got the Dragons off the
mark and soon after, Chris Armstrong scored twice in 2 minute to send
the Mariners’ support away with their heads hung low. This 3-0 win keeps
Wrexham in the fighting pack for the play-off’s

OBE.03.04 GO0D NEWS FOR WALES

Celtic announced that John Hartson's operation on his back had gone
well and he is on course 1o return to playing by pre-season thus making
him available for the up and coming early season World Cup qualifiers for
Wales

08.03.04 WELSH SUCCESS
Wales kicked off their U17’s second qualifying stage for the UEFA
European Championships by beating Israel by one goal to nil

098.03.04 RUMOURS
The local press speculated on an International game to be played at the
Racecourse on Sunday 30th May between Wales and Canada. The report
said that it was likely the game would be confirmed later in the week

10.03.04 CONGRATULATIONS TO BARRY

Ex-Wrexham defender Barry Hunter has been appointed as Rushden &
Diamonds stand in manager until the end of the season. All here at
Wrexham wish him the very best and hope this opportunity may become
permanent for Barry.

“10.03.04 FANTASTIC
Wales U17's team continued their good run of form in their qualifying
group for the Championships in France this summer by beating the
detending champions Portugal by one goal to nil

10.03.04 RESERVE'S ROLL ON IN THE CUP

Lee Jones finally put the Reds through to the semi finals of the Reserve
League Cup when he put away his penalty in extra time against Grimsby
Town after extreme domination of the whole game from the Dragons. The
slender 1-0 victory now puts Wrexham into the semi-finals, where they
will meet Sheffield Wednesday.

12.03.04 INTERNATIONAL CONFIRMATION

The Welsh FA has announced that on May 30th Wales will play an
International against Canada here at the Racecourse as pan of their
warm up games to the World Cup Qualifying.

Wales’ U17's side were finally beaten after some fantastic results put
them within an ace of making the finals. Greece came from behind to win
2-1 and sa eliminating the Welsh.

13.03.04 0H DEAR N
Chris Lieweliyn ‘s early goal against Peterborough was quite clearly not
enough for the Dragons, as the Posh stuck back and thrashed Wrexham
-1

13.03.04 BAD DAY ALL ROUND

Wrexham's day at London Road was made worse by the horrific injury to
Andy Dibble, as the goslie had his elbow severely dislocated and broke

both bones in his forearm as he bravely came out to collect the ball. The
injury has certainly ended Dibble’s season, but we all wish him well and

hope to see him back in 3 Wrexham shirt before long.




1 . Who was the top scorer lor
Swindon Town last season, having
nefted 26 times in all competitions?
2. Can you name the Welshman
wha is the Robins most capped
player, having won 30 of his 50 caps
while &t the County Ground?

3. Excluding current boss Andy
King's two spells in charge, ¢an you
name the last five men to have
managed Swindon Town?

<. Which now defunct, and long
forgotien, competition did the County
Ground outfit win in 19707

5. Swindon’s first ever Football
League match, on 28th August 1920
ended in a remarkable 3-1 victory
over which fellow current Second

Division side, a win that is still a
record to this day?

& . Can you name the only player 10
n &il 46 Nationwide League
nes for Portsmouth during the
2002/2003-season, when Pompey
were crowned as First Division
champions?

7 . The Park, Beeston Cricket
Ground and the Castle Ground are
the former home grounds of
leng established club, who
maved to their current home ground
on Meadow Lane in 19107

8. Rugby Park is the home ground
of which current Scottish Premer
Division side?

8. Ajaccio, Sochaux and Auxere &ll
come from which European country?
1 0. Prior to the rearganisation of
the Foothall League in 1892, can you
name the last ten different clubs to
have won the Fourth Division titie?

1. Sam Parkin

2 Rod Thomas

3. Roy Evans, John Gorman,

Steve McMahon, Jimmy Quinn

and Colin Todd

Anglo ltalian Cup

Luton Town

aka Hislop

Notts County

Kilmamock

France

0. Burnley, Chesterfieid,
Dariington, Exeter City
Northampton Town,
Rotherham United, Swindon
Town, Wimbledon
Wolverhampton
Wanderers and York City
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300 FEET AT 300 KNOTS
CAN THEY TRUST YOU?

It takes a combination of over 70
different trade specialists all working as a team to keep
this crew and aircraft airborne, amongst them

® Chefs

© Suppliers

© Stewards

©® Regiment Gunners

® Medical Assistants

@® Catering Accountants

© Electrical Technicians

@® Personnel Administrators

@ Ground Equipment Technicians

Some require formal qualifications and others don't, so if
you are between 16 and 29 years old and want to be
part of the team, unlock your potential and join the Royal
Air Force

WE ARE RECRUITING NOW

Armed Forces Careers Office,
Royal Air Force, 21 Rosddu Road,
Wrexham, LL11 INF

Tel: 01978 266033

www.rafcareers.com
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YOU CAN PUT
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oh darren darren

While | was hoping for us to bounce back from last week’s disaster at Bournemouth
with a win against Rushden & Diamonds, in the end a draw with the team that came up
with us from the Third Division was a decent result on the day.

Having taken the lead through a marvellous ards goal, it was a shame that we
couldn't have gone onto record another home v v, but it stll keeps us within shooting
distance of the play-offs. Although we are now at the stage of the season where we can afford

few more slip ups and we have to put a run together to push ourselves back into senous
contention

Sitting in the stands and watching the Rushden game Was not a nice expe
I'm free from suspension now and looking forward to getting back put into
park on matchdays

I'm a football fan and enjoy watching as many games as | can, but not when it's us playing
and | could be out there!

If Chris Liewellyn's header in the second half had dropped another coupt® of inches and not
come back off the bar, then I'm sure we could have collected all three points, but over the 30
minutes | couldn't really argue against a draw being the fairest result

But that just increases the need on us to win again at the Racecourse. With just one
success from our last five home games, you don't have to Jook too far to find out why we aren't
higher up the table. S

We also need to.score more goals here and E'm looking at the whole side wheg |
as our goals for column does not make for happy reading. My own contribution ofj
one goal all season illustrates the point and a midfielder must be looking to score
more than that, certainly if he hopes to help his side into the play-ofis.

One of the positives from the match was the performance of Matty Crowell
and it was also nice for him, that on his full home debut. he was g
sponsors’ Man of the Match. R 3

Matty has not had the chance too often this seasen, but hies
strength in his game that bodes well for the future and-he did:
coming into the side with myself missing — il have 10w
future! :
It will now be a big test of the team to see if We
these last 12 games and see if we can put a runtog
proportions ta{ jwe enjoyed at the end of lastSel
certainly have 18 ; to do just that, what We’
some luck and 2 es. X

We will miss is afternoon and the last ime | saw
Steve Roberts his ‘well blown up through an abscess, so
his involvement doasn'tlook too promising. Eddie has also been
struggling with a hamstring strain and Andy Dibble was suffering.

ance, but at least
e middle of the

nd reported in for tr
out on the practice pi

%
§

performance today. It usually brings a
but to be fair to the Mariners, they have won three of their
fast six league games and already started to lift
themselves about the relegation trapdoor.

Their 6-1 success over Barnsley last weekend certainly lifted a
few eyebrows around the league, but then they probably had a point to prove
against the side that has just taken their leading scorer!

But | can not stress enough - it's up to us how well we do this season. | do feel that Carlos,
Dennis and myself have seen a dip in our form over the last few weeks, although over the
season you would have to expect that, it just that the three of us have dipped together.

This is a time when we have to look to other members of the squad to take on the
responsibility and help push us through a sticky spell.

Let’s hope that we are back to firing on all cylinders this afternoon. ..

www . wirexhamafc.co.uk
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opposing view swindon town

A MIGHTY ARMY »

Robins take Magic Roundabout to success

Great Football Clichés Number 743: "At this point in the season,
anyone who puts together a run of good results will get promated/in
the play-offs.” To the delight of their fans, it is Swindon who are
living the cliche.

Saturday’s defeat to league leaders Plymouth Argyle brought a
fine run to an end: previous to that game they had won five matches
in a row, capping off an eleven match unbeaten sequence stretching
back to December, nine of which were wins!

That seems to fulfil the cliché&’s criteria for “put together a run of
good results” | reckon! As a result of that run - and Tuesday's return
to form: a victory over Grimsby Town - Town arrive at The
Racecourse in fourth place, with realistic hopes of an automatic
promotion place

Certainly Tommy Mooney, who added 1o his goal against Plymouth
with both strikes against The Mariners, saw that as a realistic target
when he told Swindon's official website: "At this stage of the season

“This is only the second season that I've played
upfront completely and I've got 22 and 20 goals
respectively. That's also 38 goals between Sam
[Parkin] and | this season, so we're going a long way
to hav good year between us. If its Sam's turn
to score at Wrexham on Saturday, then great, | just
hope if and when we go to Cardiff, it'l be my turn”

«Swindon’s Tommy Mooney on becoming 2
goalscoring hero at 32!

it doesn’t matter about the performance. We are not trying to win
over the crowd at this point, you do that by winning games. | don’t
care how we play...as long as we get the three points

“‘We might not get a championship medal, but | think if we put the
run together that we have done in the last half a dozen games then
we will get that second spot, there is no doubt about that”

The defeat at Home Park was a blow though, because before that
match manager Andy King had set his sights even higher:

There are no positives out of this because we have lost the
league title,” King told his official website after the match “If we had
beaten them there was a mathematical possibility - but now there is
not

It's schoolboy errors that cost us the game.

| think the disappointment from the game is that a) we thought
we could win down at Plymouth and b) we feel the championship
may have gone now.

The plus side is that it was probably the most difficult away game
we will have this season and we matched them for the most of it
Although we lost we came out of the game with a lot of credit

“If we can go to Plymouth and put up a good performance without
being at our best, then we have very little to fear in the rest of our
away games this season

| think second place is realistic now and very obtainable, albert
very difficult.

“What it means is that mathematically we have a better chance of
catching second place now with the amount of games we have left,
especially with one in hand. If you don’t strive for it then you won't
get anywhere.

“If we go for it and just fall short then we are in the play offs
which is just as important for us at this stage of the season.”

Any Wrexham fan who managed to negotiate the Magic
Roundabout (Great Swindon Cliché Number One, by the way) to see
Town's performance against the Dragons in September, will not be
surprised by their rise to the top of the table. With on-lgan Jamie
Milner outstanding behind the potent pairing of Mooney and Sam

y »
2 A L0WI ¢

+ Goal mouth action from the game in September.

Parkin, Town were kept at bay by a fine performance by Andy Dibble
and certainly looked the genuine article. However, things fell apart in
October: seven games and no wins, with a run of five consecutive
defeats wedged in the middle, saw Town slump from second to
fourteenth in the table, but they have certainly return to their fine
form now!

A further blow from the defeat at Plymouth, apart from the result
is the suspension incurred by skipper Andy Gurney, who scored the
only goal in that defeat of Wrexham, after a sending off which King
contests:

“Gurney will undoubtedly be suspended for at least one game, s0 |
need to start thinking about what | am going to do for a lot of the
other games

| will probably look into a loan situation next week but it depends
on what becomes available

“The only players available at this ime of year are the ones that
are not being used, so it is difficult to pick one that could come in
and improve your own squad.

A lot of players don't want to come into the second division and
sit on the bench, so whoever does come in has to be good enough 1o
go straight in and play

“Some clubs won't even let you have a player if you can't
guarantee them a starting place, which is totally naive of them to
underestimate the quality of this division.

| think we need it with the injuries and the size of the squad

"Where, what and how | don‘t really know the answer at the
moment

*| have sixteen to choose from...and that is with Ben Martin, Jon
Stevenson, and Grant Smith in the squad, who have not had too
much first team action.”

Despite the depth of his squad, King has certainly put together a
side capable of cutting through this rather mediocre division. If
injuries and suspensions hold off, expect them to be up where they
belang at the end of the season

last five results

NATIONWIDE LEAGUE DIVISION TWO m—
Date Opponents V Res Scorers e
210204 Chesterfield H 20 0'Hanlon, Parkin
03.03.04 Tranmere Rovers H 2-0 Parkin (2)
060304 Brentford H 2-1 Gurney, Igoe
130304 Piymouth Argyle A 12 Mooney

17.03.04 Grimsby Town H 20 Mooney (2)

4 Matt Hewlett a driving force in midfield.
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quote unquote

On the eve of Wednesday night's clash with Grimsby at the
County Ground, Swindon boss Andy King received his Tissot
Managers’ Performance Award. Not to be confused with the
monthly Nationwide gong, this award is presented every quarter to
the top manager from all four divisions based on a points system.

“I'm delighted with this Tissot League Trophy — but the real
winners are the team, the coaching staff and the Board. We're all
working hard here at Swindon, and its great to get recognition for
what we are al achieving. It's a little strange receiving the trophy
from Paul [Sturrockl. Only a few weeks ago, | was envious of him
being Second Quarter winner. Now it's me - and he's manager of
Southampton!”

The award actually proved a good omen as King's Swindon
chalked up a 2-0 victory later that day against the battling Mariners
"l didn't think it was that great a performance, but it seemed
comfortable for us,” said King. “At times | thought the game was
becoming a little bit dull and it was without a high tempo throughout
the whole ninety minutes. The game was not going that well and it
wasn't really going either way, but then [Tommy] Mooney pops up
and scores that goal [after 34 minutes).

“The second goal came thanks to the quality of [Brian] Howard
going forward, he threads the ball through to Moeney and he slotted
it away for 2-0 [on the stroke of half-time]. | thought at that point that
the game was then in a comfortable position for us,” continued a
satisfied King, before expressing concerns over the attacking nature
of his side.

“What we do have is goals in the side and maybe sometimes we
entertain that little bit too much. We have Brian Howard who is
always looking 10 go forward and Sammy Igoe likes to get into holes
ond play. [Sam] Parkin and Mooney are always looking for that goal,
so maybe sometimes we need to focus on the job of closing games
out and being that little bit negative. At times we cause ourselves
problems and teams counteract it and it leaves us vulnerable at the
back. At the moment we are getting through it because we always
look like scoring at the right time.”

Summing up the victory, the Swindon boss concluded; It's
ancther fantastic night in the sense of the result, hopefully the
crowd have gone home happy and it's another step in the right
direction. | don't think they [the players] are going to throw it away
now. | think there is toe much spirit, 100 much desire and too much
quality in that dressing room, so | am hoping they are going to
continue this wonderful season. [The victory] keeps the automatic
dream alive for us which is still a mathematical proposition and if we
don’t get that then | will settle for second best and try to get through
the play offs.”

A key member of King's team is midfielder Sammy Igoe who
remains focussed on the club’s goal of winning promotion despite
being charged by the FA with bringing the game into disrepute. After
the 2-2 draw with Blackpool in January, Igoe reportedly admitted
feigning injury in an incident, which saw Blackpool's Richie Wellens
sent off

With the FA hearing imminent you could understand if Igoe lost
some concentration but the 28-year-old has reassured supportiers
this won't be the case. "I'm just focused on the next three points and
then the next three points after that. We'll deal with the ather
situation when we have to. But it won't affect my game in any way.”

If Igoe plays today keep an eye out for his new hairstyle, After
Swindon’s unbeaten run came to an end after last Saturday’s 2-1
defeat at Plymouth, Igoe decided on a new look. "The red streak has
gone and I've decided to shave my hair off for the new cut. How long
it stays that way might depend on what sort of run we put together
from this point.”

Meanwhile, Swindon has some big games coming up - nong
bigger that the Easter Saturday encounter with rivals Bristol City
The club has already confirmed that the Town End of their ground is
a complete sell-out and ticket office manager Stuart Pike said: “It's
the first time it has sold out in advance during in my time here. The
middle of the Nationwide Stand is also sold out and there aren’t too
many tickets left in the same area in the Arkells Stand. | don't think
I’d be too far wrong in looking at a crowd of 14,000

Luton-born, as a player
he was a midfielder
who gained two caps
for England at under-21
level hut surprisingly
never played a full
international. Club
wise, he will be
remembered by most
supporters for his two
spells on Merseyside
with Everton but he
actually served no less
than seven clubs. The
others being Luton
(twice), Queens Park
Rangers, West
Bromwich Albion,
Wolves, Cambuur
{Holland) and finally
Aldershot.
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© 1 BART GRIEMINK

A custodian with considerable experience in the Football League,
Bart has been on the bench recently as back up to current first
choice Rhys Evans. A Dutchman, he celebrates his 32ad birthday in
just nine days times and came to these shores in 1395 to join
Birmingham City on a free transfers from WK Emmen. Followed
Barry Fry to Peterborough just a year later and made 67
appearances between the posts for the Posh, prior to moving to the
County Ground in the summer of 2000 following a loan spell.

20 RHYS EVANS

Currently the first choice stopper for the Robins, Rhys was given an
excellent grounding in the professional game during his ime at
Chelsea, where he previously worked under the tutelage of former
Reds keeper Eddie Niedzwiecki, Swindon-bom, despite sounding
Weish the 22-year-old has actually been capped by England at
schoolboy, youth and under-21 level and he will be hoping that his
time at the County Ground is a steppingstone on his way to a full
cap. Released by the Stamford Bridge outfit during the summer, he
had previously pulled on the gloves for Bristol Rovers, Queens Park
Rangers and Leyton Orient.

O2 SEAN O'HANLON

A recent arrival at the County Ground, Sean joined up on loan from
Everton in January, has since been a regular in the Robins defence
and netted his first senior goal in the defeat of struggling
Chesterfield. Southport-born, the 21-year-old is a former England
youth and under-20 international who turned professienal in August
2002. Having come through the Toffee’s academy set up at
Bellefield, he is yet to appear in the first team for the Merseysiders

06 ANDY GURNEY

The club captain and a vital member of the County Ground defence,
Andy is a versatile player who is usually to be found at full-back but
is equally at home when operating in the midfield. A Bristolian by
birth, the 30-year-old turned professional in his home city with
Rovers in 1992 and went onto play well over 100 times in the blue-
and-white gquarters. Always dangerous when delivering his
trademark free-kicks, he joined Reading for a fee of £100,000 in 1999
following a period on the English Riviera with Torquay United.

‘15 ANDREW NICHOLAS

Has really impressed in recent months since gaining a regular
starting spot, Andrew made his first team debut in the LDV meeting
with Boston earlier this season. Locally-born, the 20-year-old is a
tall and commanding defender who looks to have a promising future
in the game and must be in the running for the clubs Young Player
of the Year award. Having come through the academy set up at
Liverpool, he spent a season as a professional at Anfield but failed
to register a first team appearance and moved to the County
Ground last summer

‘1S MATT HEYWARD
Now into this fourth season in the West Country, Matt has been one

of the mainstays of the Robins rearguard and is a strapping central
defender who likes to dominate the opposition forwards. Chatham-




SEE THE ‘REDS’ »

born, he is still just 24-years-old and was an ever present for the
club last term, a quite rare occurrence for a defender in modemn
times. Signed from Burnley in January 2001, he played just 13 times
in all competitions for the Clarets but since his move south has
played around 150 times for Swindan

22 ALAN REEVES
The brother of former Preston and Chesterfield striker David
Reeves, Alan has made a big impression on the County Ground
faithful during the six seasons he has spent with the club and came
close to clinching the Player of the Year trophy last term
Birkenhead-born, the 35-year-old started out with Norwich City,
from whom he joined Gillingham on loan, but it was following a
£10,000 move 10 Chester that he first started to get noticed. Now at
the veteran stage of his career, the wholehearted defender moved
to Rochdale before playing 27 times for Wimbledon in the Premier
League during 2 four-year spell

32 GRANT SMITH

A well traveiled midfielder wha is now at the ninth club of his
career, Grant was signed fram Sheffield United in the summer after
failing to make his mark during the two-years that he spent at
Bramall Lane, although he had impressed while on loan at both
Halifax and Plymouth. Irvine-born, the 23-year-old started out with
Wycombe Wanderers and then Reading but failed to register a first
team appearance for either. Returned to his native Scotland 1o pull
on the colours of Hearts, Livingston and Clydebank before moving
to the Steel City in July 2001

<1 MATT HEWLETT

Another to have previously pulled on the shirt of one of the Bristol
clubs, Matt came through the junior ranks at Ashton Gate and went
anto amass 153 senior appearances for the Robins after turning pro
in 1993, Bristol-born, the 28-year-old made waves in his teenage
years and was soon marked out as one ta keep an eye on, indeed
his reward was a call-up for the England youth side. A former team-
mate of Matt Heywood while on loan at Burniey in 1998, he has a
good engine and gives his all in the centre of midfield

07 SAMMY IGOE

Currently in his first season in Wiltshire, Sammy has visited the
Racecourse on numerous occasions previously with his former club
Reading where he earned a reputation as a hardworking wide man.
Born in Staines, the 28-year-old may be short in height but he more
than makes up for this with some towering performances on the
right wing, where he always shows great enthusiasm Came
through the ranks at Fratton Park and played 177 umes for
Portsmouth prier to his £100,000 sale to the Royals in March 2000

4 © STEFANI MIGLIORANZI
Having originally joined Swindon on a short-term contract at the
start of last term, Stefani has made a big impression and is now one
of the first names on the team sheet. Born in Pocos de Caldas,
Brazil, the 26-year-old arrived at the club with a question mark over
his fitness, but this has since been more than dispelled as his
creative midfield play has made him a firm favourite Originaily
joined Portsmouth from St John's University in New York in 1939 and
went on to play 42 times for Pompey before heading to the County
Ground on a free transfer.
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‘1 1 DAVID DUKE

Likely to feature on the left-hand side of midfield this afternoon,
David is usually used in a wing-back role although his natural
attacking tendencies do tend to mean that he spends a lot of time
pushing forward. Inverness-born, the 25-year-old was spotted by
Sunderland in 1997, when turning out for Redby CA, and signed on a
free transfer. Despite his versatility, he failed to make the
breakthrough at the Stadium of Light but has been a consistent
performer in his time at the County Ground.

1 7 BRIAN HOWARD

A former team-mate and midfield companion of our own Matty
Crowell during their time on the South Coast with Southamptan,
Brian failed to register a first team appearance at St Mary's
Stadium. Winchester-barn, the 21-year-old was capped by England
at both youth and under-20 level during his formative years Having
spent two-years as a professional with the Saints, he was allowed
to leave during the summer and took up the offer of a contract with
Swindon

OB TOMMY MOONEY

A vastly experienced striker who has seen it all in the professional
game, Tommy is proving to be an ideal partner for top scorer Sam
Parkin and the duo are forming a dynamic understanding
Billingham-barn, the 32-year-old has played in the top flight with
both Watford and Birmingham but surprisingly his only medal to
date was a Second Division championship winners accolade with
the Hornets in 1998. Swindon are his ninth professional club and he
made over 500 senior appearances to date, for, amongst others,
Scarborough, Southend and Derby.

'S SAM PARKIN

One of the maost feared strikers in the lower divisions this season,
Sam has scored no less than 18 times already this term and is one
of the main reasons that the Robins are pushing for a return to First
Division football. Roehampton-born, he celebrated his 22nd birthday
just last Sunday and the Wrexham defence will have to be at it's
best to ensure that the former Chelsea youngster does not
celebrate with a goal. Millwall, Wycombe, Oldham and
Northampton have all benefited from having him on loan but he
eventually joined Swindon at the start of last seasan, when he
came in with a bang scoring 26 times in all competitions

“1 < JON STEVENSON

Another player in his first year with the club, Jon is an
inexperienced forward whao is trying to make his name in the
professional game. Leicester-born, the 21-year-old came through
the ranks at his home city club, turned professional in March 2001
but made just fourteen appearances for the Foxes in a littie over
two-vears all from the subs bench. A quick and skilful striker, he
was released last summer but was then recommended to the
Robins by Leicester Director of Football Dave Bassett

“1 & RORY FALLON 5

Has already played against Wrexham this season with his former
club Barmsley, Rory was brought on from the subs bench in the 3ist
minute of our defeat at Oakwell back in October, to replace top
scorer Dean Gorre. Bomn in Gisbourne, New Zealand, today is his
22nd birthday today but hopefully, he will not be returning south
with @ win bonus to help his celebrations. Moved from Yorkshire
tast November but has been a regular in the referee’s notebook
since, including a red-card in the match against Rushden and Diamonds.

+« From the top Sam Pariin, Andy Gumey, Rhys Evans
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from anglo italian cup to zenith

A is for ANGLIO ltalian Cup

Swindon were the inaugural winners of the Anglo-halian Cup in
1970, beating Napoli 3-0 in the final held in the Stadio San Paolo,
Naples. The tournament consisted of six English and six Italian
teams split into three groups - two from each country, with each
team playing both teams from the other country home and away.
Strangely, one extra point was awarded for each goal scored and it
was this rule that uitimately sent Swindon through to the final
Swindon beat Jiventus 4-0 at home but lost at home to Napoli.
Against all odds, they won 1-0 in Juventus and 1-0 in Napoli to
progress to the final stage at the expense of Middlesbrough and
Wolves. Napoli also qualified, helped by a 5-1 home win over
Sheffield Wednesday. Peter Noble and Arthur Horsfield scored the
goals that incensed the Italian fans enough to riot! They ripped seats
from the ground and hurled them onto the pitch. Though the match
was abandoned after 79 minutes, the trophy was awarded to
Swindon!

E is for BADGE

The current badge of Swindon Town F.C. is the club’s third and was
introduced in time for the 1991-92 season following the club's well
advertised financial problems. The idea behind the new badge was
to give the club a "brand new’ and “fresh’ image following a difficult
period. The ‘travelling’ football represents the club looking to the
future with successful progress. The diamond shape clearly has the
letter °S’ {for Swindon) running through it, while a green section was
also introduced to match a ‘green trim’ on the team’s home (red and
white) shirts

I is for COUNTY Ground

Following their farmation, Swindon played on a field in the Old Town
area, next to a quarry which is now part of Bradford Road and
Avenue Road. The club later moved to Globe Field, now Brunswick
Street, and Lansdowne Road. In 1884 they moved to the Croft, home
of Swindon Rangers Rugby Club. They remained there until 1895
when they moved to the County Ground, playing on & pitch where
the cricket ground is now situated. They eventually moved the
playing surface the short distance to its present situation,

3 is for DUBONNET Cup

On 5 May, 1910 Swindon won the Dubonnet Cup which was
contested for by the two losing FA Cup semi-finalists. The game was
played in Paris, where the ‘Robins’ met Barnsley, who had lost to
Everton in their FA Cup semi-final. With both sides at full strength,
Swindon went on to win the impressive trophy with a 2-1 victory,
both goals being scored by the legendary Harold Heming. During the
match, the cup was guarded by soldiers on either side, both with
rifles and fixed bayonet. Team captain Charlie Bannister collected
the trophy and after the game the Swindon players celebrated at a
theatre performance before the Town director, Mr. HW. Thomas,
sang the old tune “Sally in our Alley'!

E is for Re-ELECTED

The ‘Robins’ have suffered the indignation of having to seek re-
election to the Football League on three separate occasions. The
first time was in 1933 when they finished bottom of the Third Division
(South) on goal average from Newport County and Clapton Orient.
They then had to seek re-election two years on the trot in 1956 and
1957. In 1956 they finished bottom of Division Three {South) four
points adrift from their closest rivals, Crystal Palace. The following
season they finished second from bottom, five points ahead of
Norwich City. On each occasion the ‘Robins’ were comfortably re-
elected

F= is for FA Cup Semi-finalists

Swindon Town have twice reached the semi-finals of the FA Cup and
on both occasions they were still a Southern League side! The first
was in 1910 when they lost to the eventual cup winners Newcastle
United (2-00, having beaten Crystal Palace (3-1), Burnley (2-0), Spurs
(3-2), and Manchester City (2-0). They repeated the feat two years
later when they again lost to the eventual cup winners Barnsley (1-0)

Don Rogers turns away to
celebrate after putting
Swindon 2-1 up in there
Foothall League Cup Final
win over Arsenal
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after a replay having beaten Sutton Junction (5-0), Notts County (2-
0), West Ham United (1-1, 4-0) and Everton (2-1)

H is for HARRY Morris

No one has scored more goals for Swindon Town than Harry Morris,
who netted 216 league goals for the club between 1926 and 1933. He
also holds the club record of having scored the maost league goals in
a season when he netted 47 Third Division (South) goals in 1926-27
Morris still holds the club record of having scored the most goals in
one match, scoring five twice, once against QPR in December 1926,
and once against Norwich City in April 1930. Only Keith East has
equalled that record

«J is for JOHN Trollope

Na player has made more league appearances for Swindon than
John Trollope. He joined the club in July 1960 as a junior and made
his debut for the club on 20 August, 1960 in a 1-1 draw with Halifax
aged just seventeen. In total, he played in 770 Football League
games for the Robins before hanging up his boots in 1980, an
achievement which saw him receive the MBE. During his time at the
County Ground, he played in a League Cup Final, ltalian Cup final,
and played in two promotion winning sides in 1963 and 1969. He even
managed Swindon for three years, until he was replaced by Ken
Beamish near the end of the 1982-83 season. He later worked under
Lou Macari, Ossie Ardiles, Glenn Hoddle, John Gorman and Steve
McMahon, whilst his son Paul, now with Northampton, aiso began
his career with the Wiltshire club before going on to gain full
international honours for Wales

I is for KEVIN Horlock

Released by West Ham United, Horlock arrived at the County Ground
in August 1992. Originally a left-sided defender, he made his debut as
a substitute in a 3-1 defeat at Portsmouth in the October, He
eventually progressed to a central midfield role and it was from here
that ‘Super Kev' played a major part in Swindon’s 1996 Second
Division Championship season, scoring a magnificent 12 league
goals which saw him gain international honours with Northern
Ireland. In January 1997, he became Swindon’s record transfer
departure when he was sold to Manchester City for £1.5 million. He
scored 22 goals in 163 league appearances for the "Robins’

L. is for LEAGUE Cup winners

One of Swindon Town's greatest ever achievements came in 1969
when they won the Football League Cup, beating Arsenal 3-1 in the
final at Wembley with two extra-time goals from Don Rogers; Roger
Smart had given the ‘Robins’ a first half lead before Bobby Gould
levelied with four minutes to go. The ‘Robins’ had beaten Torquay (2-
1), Bradford City (1-1, 4-3), Blackburn (1-0), Coventry (3-0), Derby (0-0,
1-0) and Burnley (2-1, 1-2 & 3-2 in a replay) in the semi-finals. The
side that beat Arsenal was: Peter Downsborough, Rod Thomas, John
Trollope, Joe Butler, Frank Burrows, Stan Harland, Don Heath, Roger
Smart, John Smith (Willie Penman), Peter Noble & Don Rogers.

M is for Lou MACARI

Having enjoyed a distinguished
playing career with Celtic and
Manchester United, Lou
Macar went into management
with Swindon in the summer of
1984 and he quickly set about
building a promotion winning
side. He duly achieved that
feat in 1985-86, winning four
Manager of the Month awards
as Swindon walked away with
the Fourth Division
championship - breaking
fourteen club records, as well
as the league record for the




number of points gained in a season. The following season saw him
lead the ‘Robins’ to promotion to Division Two after a play-off final
victory over Gillingham at Selhurst Park. He then led the side to the
Second Division play-offs in 1988-89. His success had not gone
unnoticed and in the summer of 1989 he took charge at West Ham
United. He later managed Birmingham City, Stoke City, Glasgow
Celtic, Stoke City and Huddersfield Town.

™ is for Promoted NOT!

Swindon’s second visit to Wembley came in May 1990 when they
reached the final of the Second Division play-offs where they met
Sunderland. Ossie Ardiles’ side secured a 1-0 victory with an Alan
McLoughlin goal. The side that memorable day was: Frazer Digby,
David Kerslake, Paul Bodin, Alan McLoughlin, Colin Calderwood, Jon
Gittens, Tom Jones, Duncan Shearer, Steve White, Ross MacLaren &
Steve Foley. However, ten days later the celebrations turned sour as
Swindon were relegated by two divisions after being found guilty of
making illegal payments. This was subsequently reduced to one
division on appeal, thus effectively remaining in the Second Division.

© is for OSSIE Ardiles

The little Argentinean World Cup winner, who had played for
Huracan, Tottenham, Blackburn (loan) and QPR, was appointed
Swindon manager following Lou Macari's departure in July, 1983. It
was his first managerial post and he proved to be a more than
capable replacement. Ardiles transformed the side from playing the
long ball, to a new “Samba style’. After just ten months in charge, he
led the ‘Robins’ to a play-off final win over Sunderland. However, the
club were denied promotion ten days later due to irregular payments
having been made to the players. The following season saw Ardiles
leave to take charge of Newcastle United.

P is for PRISONER Of War Camp

Swindon Town were placed in mothballs during the Second World
War after just one season in the South-West Regional League. This
was due to the fact that the County Ground was requisitioned by the
War Office and used as a Prisoner of War camp!

@ is for QUALITY

The 1985-86 season was one of sheer quality for Swindon fans as
the club embarked on record after record to finish as Fourth Division
champions with a Football League record 102 points. Lou Macari's
side beat or equalled seventeen records which included eight
straight wins, 22 games unbeaten from 12 January, 1986 to 23
August, 1986, and just eight defeats in a Football League season.
That side included the likes of Kenny Allen, Chris Ramsey, Dave
Hockaday, Leigh Barnard, David Cole, Chris Kamara, Charlie Henry,
Colin Calderwood, David Moss, Dave Bamber, Bryan Wade, Steve
White, Peter Coyne & Colin Gordon

2 is for ROMA

Following Swindon’s League Cup win in 1969, they were denied entry
to the Fairs’ (now UEFA) 8up due to them being a Third Division club
In order to compensate for this, the Football League arranged a new
competition, the Anglo-Italian League Cup Winners' Cup versus the
winners of the Coppa Italia, AS Roma. A two-legged tie was played
which Swindon won 5-2 on aggregate, having lost 2-1 in Rome. The
‘Robins” squad for the two legs was: Peter Downsborough, Rod
Thomas, John Trollope, Joe gu[ler_ Frank Burrows, Stan Harland,
John Smith, Arthur Horsfield, Roger Smart, Peter Noble, Don Rogers,
Chris Jones, Mick Blick and Fred Ford. Noble scored in Rome, whilst
a Horsfield hat-trick and a Don Rogers goal secured victory in the
return leg

S is for SOUTHERN League

it was in 1894 that Swindon Town began to engage professional
players and in doing so they became founder members of then
Southern League Division One. With only two divisions of
professional football in England, and no automatic promotion
between the league and the non-league, tha Southern League was
one of, if not the best amateur football competition in the country
However, it was not until 1911 that the ‘Robins” won their first
championship and three years later they promptly won it for a
second time. Harold Fleming played in both season, winning 11 caps
for England in the process, scoring nine goals. A statue of Fleming
currently stands in the club's foyer and he has a street in the town
named after him, namely Fleming Way

Rod Thomas is the :
‘Robins’ most capped

non-league
Gloucester City in
July 1964 for £500.
Still then a youth
player, it was almost
twao years before he
made his first team
debut in 0-0 draw
with Scunthorpe in
May, 1966. He went on
1o establish himself as
the club’s first choice
right back, soon being
capped by Wales at
Under-23level.

as one of
the best defenders
outside of Division

debut in a 0-0 draw
with Northern Ireland
in 1967 and, despite
interest from bigger
clubs, he remained at
the County Ground
making aimost 300
league appearances,
including playing in
the 1969 League Cup
final victory. He
eventually moved to
Derby in November
1973, when former
‘Robins’ manager
Dave Mackay paid
£100,000 to secure his
services. Thomas
later played for Cardiff
City and Newport
County.

SPEAK THEIR NAMES »

T is for THIRD Division

It was in 1920 that Swindon Town were elected to the Football
League's Third Division, and they celebrated their Football League
status in style beating Luton Town 9-1 in their very first match.
Played on 28 August, 1920, the ‘Robins’ side that day, with
goalscorers in brackets, was: Ted Nash, Harry Kay, John
Macconachie, Tom Langford, Fred Hawley, Billy Wareing, Bob
Jefferson (1), Harry F!emimi (4), Dave Rogers, Billy Batty (2) & Bertie
Davies (1), with the goal tally being made up with an own goal.

L1 is for UTOPIA
Swindon fans were in utopia when the club won its first ever
R;nmmion in 1963 after 43 years of being a Football League club.
anager Bert Head had instigated a youth policy at the club which
eventually saw "Bert’s Babies' bring success to the County Ground
when they finished Third Division runners-up to Northampton Town.
They clinched promotion with a 1-0 win over Shrewsbury on 4 May,
with Roger Smart scoring the goal. The side that day was: Mike
Turner, Owen Dawsaon, John Trollope, Keith Morgan, Ken
McPherson, Bobby Woodruff, Mike Summerbee, Ernie Hunt, John
Stevens, Roger Smart & Cliff Jackson.

\/ is for Record VICTORY

Swindon Town's record victory since becoming a Football League
club is 10-1, when they beat non-league side, Farnham United
Breweries, in an FA Cup first round replay on 28 November, 1925. The
Swindon side that day, with goalscorers in brackets was: Ted Nash,
Wally Dickenson, Albert Weston, Bob Archer, Danny Bew, Tommy
Adey, Bertie Denyer (2), Alec Wall (1), Frank Richardson (4), Sam
Johnson (3) & Bertie Davies. The club’s biggest victory is a 10-0 win
over Iiford in a Southern League game on 14 March, 1836

W is for Reverend WILLIAM Pitt

It is by and large accepted that Swindon Town came into being in
1881, although 1879 has also been suggested. However, there is no
firm evidence that the club’s founder, the Reverend William Pitt, who
was captain of the Spartans (an off shoot of a cricket club) changed
his club’s name to Swindon Town before 1883, when the Spartans
amalgamated with SLMark's Young Men's Friendly Society.

2 is for X-WreXham

Current Wrexham wing-back Paul Edwards and current Swindon
assistant-manager Malcolm Crosby are the most recent connections
between the ‘Dragons’ and the ‘Robins’. Edwards made twenty
appearances for the Wiltshire club before joining the Dragons,
whilst Crosby had a loan spell at the Racecourse in September 1984
Others to have played league football for both clubs include Mike
Carter, Kevin Dearden, Stuart Elliott, Gordon Gunson, Ken Jones and
Billy Weale.

Y is for YOUNGEST

Paul Rideout is the youngest ever player to have played in the red
shirt of Swindon. He was handed his debut in a Third Division game
against Hull City on 29 November, 1980 just a few weeks after
bagging & hat-trick for England schoolboys. He was just 16 years
and 107 days old when he made his league bow and scored in a 3-1
win over the Tigers’. Rideout scored 39 goals in 104 league games
for the ‘Robins’ before signing for Aston Villa in a £250,000 deal in
May 1983. He later played for Bari {ltaly), Southampton, Notts
County, Glasgow Rangers, Everton, Kansas City Wizards, Shenzhen
Pingan (China) and Tranmere Rovers. He also scored the only goal
for Evertan in their 1995 FA. Cup Final triumph over Manchester
United

Z is for ZENITH

Swindon's zenith was in 1993-84 when they played their one and only
season in the top flight in England. The previous camapign had seen
them win promotion by beating Leicester City in an epic First Division
Play-Off final at Wembley, which saw the ‘Robins’ come back from
being 3-0 down 1o win 4-3, with goals from Hoddle, Maskell, Taylor &
a Bodin penalty. The side that day was: Fraser Digby, Nicky
Summerbee, Paul Bodin, Glenn Hoddle, Colin Calderwood, Shaun
Taylor, John Moncur (Mickey Hazard), Ross McLaren, David
Mitchell, Martin Ling & Craig Maskell {Steve White). However,
Swindon’s one and only season in the Premier League saw
themstruggle from the off and it was no surprise when they were
duly relegated.
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FOOTBALL 15 Nationwide

Win a signed Wales shirt

—

=
-

THE WALES TEAM SPONSOR

Just answer this simple question;

Which country is not in Wales qualifying group for the
World Cup 2006

England text WALESA | - | 88099 |
Northern Ireland  text WALESB | { — | 88099 |

Scotland text | WALESC to — | 88099 |

or enter via www.nationwide.co.uk/football

Nationwide is the Wales Team Sponsor
and sponsor of The Football League

Text entrics cost 25p per
COTPCTE

May 2004. The com

entry. in addition to your standard rare. All correct entrics will be entered into a draw to win a signed shirt. The deadline for cnirics is midnight on Sun i
tion is powere L

powered by rextsport.com on behalf of Narionwide. For full terms and conditions visit www.natienwide.co.uk/foorball
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WITH PRIDE FOREVER »

head to head swindon town

g
£
3

8

£
g
|

Where Goals Scored

Headed goals Lowrence 5 9 Heoded goals Mooney
et w39 [oo] M|l
yar

Shots from 6-18 yards JonesL 3| 50 ﬁ Shots from 6-18 yards Mooney
Volleyed shots Sma.ll.-lewdyn.lon&sl ; | nside Ares | :oﬂeyneéstm Mooney
Penalti ) it G
Scored 1stGoalinmatch  Llewellyn a 12 Scored 1st Goal in match Mooney
Most goalsin last 10 hnnsM.Barrett 1 o Mostgoulsmlusﬂﬂ Parkin
Points gained from goals 825 Mooney

utside Arsa '
A& How Goals Scored . gmr?edfromgoals =
&5 WhenGoalsScnred[j&Concﬂded 3w
= 24 Shots o Shots 2
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-.--- 3 v @ v
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Drawn: AT A@f%wm 12.6&
Lost: ing (1=last [ I Cards T | D 2 Roting (1=keost 24=most) 10
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e : T
i : = 1
Last 5 Away: 31' WON down cz, R
g 1 Loty 2
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e : ownze O
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e S . rrom THE PREMIERSHIP T
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MARCHING LIKE »

rewind

NATIONWIDE LEAGUE DIVISION TWO, SATURDAY 6 MARCH 2004

Wrexham 3

Crowell 34, Armstrong 36, 37

Grimsby Town 0

The Dragons completed a ‘double’ over the Mariners P MATCH FACTS |

amid a strange Racecourse atmosphere. Press reports before

the game concentrated on revelations of financial difficulties, Wrexham: Dibble,
the late payment of wages and more speculation surrounding Lawrence, Morgan,
the future of the club. Pejic, C Edwards, P

What it all meant was that pre- and post-match talk centred Edwards, Whitley,
more on off-field happenings than events on the field, despite Crowell (Barrett 84),
once again being within two points of the play-off's Ferguson, Armstrang,

And with four of our main play-off rivals still to visit the Liewellyn (Sam 70§ 3
Racecourse maybe there should be a little more optimism on the Subs: Whitfield,
terraces and, it must be said, in the town itself. A pitifully small

Holmes, M Jones.

crowd of just over 3,000 won't help Denis Smith's cause, and the Booked: Morgan
fact that the attendance was down for the third home game Bl :
running must be of concern to everyone at the club Grimshy Town:

As for the game, the Dragons thoroughly deserved their
comfortable victory but perhaps the fact that all three goals
were crammed into a sensational 3-minute spell in the first half
contributed somewhat to the lacklustre atmosphere around the
ground for much of the game

Maybe there was also the disappointment that the Dragons

Pettinger, Edwards,
Barnard, Daws, 5
Crane, Armstrong
{Young 26), Jevons,
Hamilton, Thorpe

didn’t go on and win the game by an even bigger margin after ﬂockless 7{95) -
the break. But nothing should detract from a good victory kg el oA
- 58), Campbell,

against a side that changed their manager in the midweek
leading up to the game - and we all know what an effect that
can often have on a club!

In all honesty, this game could have been over long before
that devastating 3-minute spell as several good chances went
begging in the opening 20 minutes or so

But once Matty Crowell had superbly curled a 25-yarder past
Andrew Pettinger for his first League goal any anxiety on and off
the pitch seemed to be lifted; a fact borne out by two more goals
in almost James Hayter-like time

First Armstrong latched onto a superb Darren Ferguson pass
and coolly lifted the ball past Pettinger from the edge of the area
and then, within seconds, he met Llewellyn's right wing centre
to tuck the ball beyond the keeper's despairing dive

Thoughts of beating Hayter's treble time briefly drifted around
the Racecourse - what a story that would have made - but it
wasn't to be, although the former Tottenham striker did waste a
great chance to grab his first hat-trick for the club after the
break

The damage had well and truly been done before the break
and there was to be no way back for the beleaguered Mariners,
though Stuart Campbell was unlucky to see a rasping effort
thump against the bar with Andy Dibble a mere spectator

So a job well done, especially given the difficult week the
club had experienced leading up to the game

After the week the players have had and with the rubbish
that's been going on around the club, | said they would have to
show a lot of character and they've done that,” said Denis Smith
You find out about people when things aren’t good. Anyone can
be good when things are going well but when they are not
exactly as you would like, you find out about people and their
true colours. That shone through today and | was very, very
pleased with the way they went about their job

Subs: Parker, Bolder.
Referee: Mr. B.
Curson
Attendance: 3,127
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A MIGHTY ARMY »

=\gls!

NATIONWIDE LEAGUE DIVISION TWO, SATURDAY 13 MARCH 2004

Peterborough United 6

ock 24, 54, Platt 32, Burton 80, Clarke 69, Farrell 76

Wrexham 1

Llewellyn 21

Wil

If the thumping at Bournemouth was described as “an awful

day at the office” then just what do you say about this humiliation Peterborough United:
at a side with just two home wins all season and occupying 20th Tyler, Burtan,
place entering the game. Branston, Arber,

Newton, Farrell,
Woodhouse, Legg (Gill
69), Williams, Platt
{Logan 66), Willock

Far this was markedly worse than what happer
First Stadium. The 6-0 defeat on the Dorset coa
reflection of the game, with the sending-off of S

not helping our cause and, of course, James Hayter's re 4
it i meinrespy' e, ebe (Ciarke 66)
I be considered something of a 'freak’ event ik, Thio e
erent, and despite some mitigating < pai
TG P Jenkins
deeply unfortt r-aie njury to Ar‘(',ﬂ Dibble CEPTEEY

and the abs

1ce through suspension of both Roberts and Brian

Wrexham: Dibble

Carey) this was still a real 'horror w'. The horrific arm-break (Whitfield 15) 2

suffered by Dibble in an innocuous looking collision with Calum Lawrence, M'nrg&&l -

Willock will undoubtedly have played on some players’ minds, but (Barrett 71), Feiic.t

that's no excuse for what followed - particularly in the second half Edwards, P Edwards,
Okay so we took the lead through an error from Posh keeper Whitley, Crowell (Sam

Mark Tyler, who let a Chris Liewellyn cross slip under his body and 55), Ferguson,

into the net, and were possibly a trifie unlucky to be behind at the Armstrong, Lieweliyn

interval - but what followed was simply unacceptable Subs: Thomas, L Jones
Strangely though, in a pub after the game home fans were stil Booked: Psjic

in a downbeat mood - still fearing relegation for their side and Referee: Mr. N. Miller

gladly prepared to swap positions with us. They also felt that they Attendance: 4323

were fortunate to be ahead at half ime, even suggesting that the
Dragons should have been a couple of goals ahead!

You could sort of see where they were coming from. After all
Chris Llewellyn forced a smart save from Tyler early on, a Paul
Edwards shot struck a post and Carlos Edwards appeared to dally
when put clear seconds before half time

But those incidents apart the rest of the game was pretty much
one-way traffic, with the outfield Dragons doing little by way of
stemming the tide towards substitute Paul Whitfield's go

| won't bother describing the Peterborough goals - in fact I've
done my best to forget each and every one of them!

The last couple of away games have been a shock to the
system - even for Denis Smith - who had never had a side he
managed concede six goals until recently, only to now have had it
happen twice inside three weeks!

As expected, the Dragons’ boss was his usual forthright self
after the game

We've got too many players who think negative, rather than
positive,” he said. There were possibly players out there like that
They shouldn't be out there if they are not mentally strong enough
to handle it when the pressure comes, when they are two or three
down

"That's when you find the people who still want the ball, who
don't hide, the people who still chase and work. Then you find out
about people. Unfortunately we didn't have too many of those
today

"On these occasions you find out about certain players. Certain
players were out of their depth.”

Strong words indeed - as there were on the terraces

But don't forget to spare a thought for Andy Dibble. All the best
mate!
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WREXHAM IS THE NAME »

rewind

NATIONWIDE LEAGUE DIVISION TWO, TUESDAY 16 MARCH 2004

Queens Park Rangers 2

Carlisle 67, Mckeod 88

Wrexham 0

What an improvement on Saturday's debacle at London

Road! Okay, so the vast improvement still yielded the same
return i.e. a defeat, but the home supporters that had clearly Queens Park

expected three points as something of a formality beforehand
were looking decidedly edgy for much of this game.

It's tempting just to say that the four changes to the starting
eleven from Saturday made all the difference, but the

Rangers: Camp,
Forbes, Carlisle,
Rose (Thorpe 36),
Gnaohere, Bircham,

commitment, work rate and passion were all th e

abundance - a fact appreciated by Dragons’ travelling fans at M:_:Lead, Rowlands,

the end of the game Johnson, Galleny
But the bottom line is still that we suffered a second Furiong

successive defeat (a fourth successive away defeat), and we Subs: Palmer,

can ill afford such a run as we enter the business end of the Pacquette, Bean,

season Cureton »
Remarkably we remained sat in tenth place after this defeat Wrexham: Ingh@m,

but with games running out, and several of the sides in the play- Roberts, Carey,

off places having games in hand, it's results rather than Lawrence. C

performances that are required ) Edwards, P Edwards,
Here we got the performance - especially in the gpening \."b"hlﬂey (Crowell 83),

period when we were clearly the better side - but ultimately not
the result
In fact I'm sure everyone connected with the club will look

Thomas, Ferguson,
Liewellyn (L Jones
75), Armstrong

back on pening forty-five minutes as a chance wasted to

put the home side, and their vociferous fans, under a lot of Subs: Whitfield,

pressure in the second period Holmes, Pejic
With the solid foundation set by the returning Steve Roberts Booked: L Jones

and Brian Carey in the heart of the defence, and the confidence Referee: Mr.S.Tomlin
exuded by the on-loan Michael Ingham in goal, all the chances Attendance: 13,363
in the first half came the Dragons’ way. In fact | can only recall
Ingham having to make one save in the first half, an easy
gathering of a long-range effort.

At the other end Chris Armstrong was only a foot or so wide
with a spectacular overhead kick after good work down the
right by Chris Llewellyn, and Rangers’ on-loan keeper Lee Camp
smartly saved a near post Jim Whitley effort. Armstrong and
Dennis Lawrence could possibly have done better with headed
chances, and Steve Thomas forced another save from Camp as
halftime approached

Unfort tely the home side were a different proposition after

didn't force any meaningful save out of Ingham,
other end Clarke Carlisle came within inches
Llewellyn cross past his owr

But Rangers’ pressure conti
and they made the breakthro
visible relief of the expectant hor
that will disappoint Denis Smith

Steve Roberts had done well to turn a dangerous cross
behind but when the corner was delivered, Carlisle headed past
Ingham in a manner, which form the opposite end of the pitch at
east, looked all too easy

That solitary goal would have probably represented a fair
reflection of the home side’s second half domination and it was
somewhat undeserving of the Dragons’ efforts that Kevin
McLecd raced clear to add a second late on

But a vastly improved display, and something to build-on
when Swindon visit the Racecourse, in what could still end up
being a play-off showdown. Let's hope so!
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FEARLESS IN DEVOTION »

giant killers

Arsenal are gunned down!

This is the one. The giant killing of all time - whatever any
outsider would have you believe! The reigning Football League
Champions being “turned over” by Fourth Division Wrexham - the
outfit that finished bottom of the whole Football League the
previous season. This term (1991-92) the Reds were showing a
little better but, no way were they being tipped to even hold
Arsenal.

Indeed, in rounds one and two, Wrexham were the Football
League representatives (certainly not giants) being tipped for a
possible early exit at the hands of non-league opposition - despite
having the benefit of home advantage in both rounds. In Round
One, Winsford United of the H.FS. Loans League Division One
were eventually beaten 5-2. But, it was only in the latter stages
that Wrexham made sure of their Second Round place where they
met a strong Vauxhall Conference outfit - Telford United. This
game was too close for comfort and only Steve Watkin's second
half strike finally separated the teams, thus earning our Third
Round Racecourse encounter against the “Gunners’

It was almost 14 years earlier that these sides had met in an
epic F. A. Cup Quarter Final tie on the Racecourse. The Londoners
won that one 3-2, but there had always been the feeling of
injustice (thank you for nothing, referee Tommy Reynolds of
Swansea) about that result. Now, that "ghost” was soon to be laid
to rest and revenge exacted in the most dramatic fashion

However, the game began with Arsenal, as expected, running
the show. David Rocastle was spraying the ball about to good

“ Mickey Thomas
sends the ball
screaming into the
Arsenal net, and
below the
celebrations
commence
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effect but his
forwards were
showing
profligacy in
front of goal as
numerous
chances were
wasted. Mike
Thomas tried
his best to
keep the Reds
going and
Wrexham
goalkeeper
Vince 0'Keefe
made vital
saves from
Kevin
Campbell and
Nigel
Winterburn

Then,
Gareth Owen
hit a half
chance just
wide before
“lady luck’
deserted us
Owen lost out
in midfield to Rocastie and he got Paul Merson away down the
left - Merson had been a thorn in Wrexham's flank throughout the
first half. Merson zipped away and played the ball back perfectly
for Alan Smith to turn the ball home. In first half stoppage time,
Gordon Davies nearly got Steve Watkin through - but it was all
still to play for.

The second half began with Wrexham playing the ball in to
feet, rather than lofting high balls into the box for David 0'Leary
and Tony Adams to easily clear. Arsenal showed again and
Merson played a neat reverse pass to Winterburn whose effort hit
the bar and came down on the goal line

The Reds wouldn't lie down and frustrated their visitors who
had both Lee Dixon and Winterburn booked, with others arguing
among themselves. The crowd of 13,343 got behind Wrexham and
Arsenal's England International goalkeeper, David Seaman, saved
well from Andy Thackeray's blistering shot. Then, at the other
end, 0'Keefe denied Campbell after a swift counter attack

Into the final ten minutes and Wrexham won a free kick 20
yards oul. O'Leary protested that Gordon Davies had backed into
him, but the award was ours. Up stepped Mickey Thomas and
crashed a left footer into the top of Seaman's goal. Thomas took
off on a run and the ground just took off!

Two minutes later, Davies made ground down the right wing
and centered low into the box. Steve Watkin reacted quicker than
Tony Adams and steered the cross low into the far corner of the
net, past another despairing dive by Seaman - Wrexham were
unbelievably ahead and the din was deafening

Arsenal’s Jimmy Carter had an effort disallowed for offside in
stoppage time - cue more arguing by the visitors, but there was
no arguing about Wrexham's place in Round Four

There were extraordinary scenes at the end. The ground
became a seething mass of red and white with youngsters
swarming onto the pitch tp mob their players - it was like the “old
days”. 2-1, WE BEAT THE ARSENAL 2-1 - altogether everyone----!

Marston's




Today’'s Match Sponsors

WREXHAM ROAD SAFETY"S WINNING TEAM

»

NOW CROSS SAFELY
%%%L CROSSING PATROL!

EDUCATIONAL RESQURCES FOR
PRIMARY S5CHOOLS, BROWNIE & CUB
PACKS & NURSERY TRAINING

Crown Buildings, P.O. Box 1293,
Wrexham LL11 1WQ
Al N . .-
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HOMES Wit & 1 FFERENCE

Starter to Executive Homes being built
throughout the Wrexham area.

For more information regarding our
existing and future Developments.
Contact:

Gower Homes, 8 Temple Row,
Wrexhom, North Wales LL13 8LY

Telephone: 01978 291364
Fax: 01978 290410

www.gowerhomes.co.uk

Football’s
Future

Cash in on our support for:
= pitches

» social inclusion projects
*changing rooms

* education schemes

* kit and equipment

= pavilions

= E® FoothallFoundation

:ﬂl\

b4 football’s biggest supporter

www.footballfoundation.org.uk Helpline 0800 0277766
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programmes past

A new era dawns

Saturday, 23 August, 1958 was a momentous day for
both Wrexham and Swindon as they met at the County

RISING TO PROMOTION »

Ground in the first ever Third Division fixture for both
sides.

The introduction of a new national Third and Fourth
Division meant that supporters now had the opportunity to
see teams at first hand that they could only previously

W(ILSON'SI(

Prop: BRIAN NOTTON)
200 vards from Ground

have been drawn against in the FA. Cup and over 15,000

County Ground Hotel | ™o Adrimes wier see it vy

turned out to see this historic encounter.

Sadly for Wrexham, the match ended in a 1-0 defeat but (‘F':;“‘”‘ Footbali Ground) HWBE'S ]
the programme issued for the match is still quite easy to ; ';LIHI'-‘CENSED ‘:":‘_?m swinooN |
obtain some 46 years on. The 12 small-sized pages contain Mine ,.'m.a'n?' C':'m:,‘.g;{:'mm:

a limited amount of reading material including the s service for Weddings, Suppers
ubiguitous one-line pen-pictures of the visiting Wrexham Our Visit

players. The cover features a superb aerial photograph of m"l‘j:““ (Goal) A Jocal boy. Came into P i
the County Ground whilst the teams are featured in 2-3-5 McGOWAN (R.B.)—4 1e9) held hix place” "™ When both Ugolini ’

format on the centre pages.
’A’“(ER_ (L.B) -1,

- ago.
WESTON (LR)--An ==

be can play in ﬂ'ﬂnﬁuﬂ-het
seven ¢ with the Club, joining them

DAVIS (R Now i i omyeal . Stared Bis foorhallwith S o I
mwx?t;mm{mph Ses0n at the
W ~H.}—ls wm-demr,

I 1
Bromwich Albion with wheeo ai08 20d started his football ;
seasons n he was playing when Garcer with West
mmwﬂhhcnmmmnm&m w""’,‘:m him four

right smce, Sclected North 3

local army team jaxt cur inside forward who :
2 SCas0n. nat spolied
realised his potential ava r'MMJh;—ﬂ!'_'x_ﬁx_a_‘—

GODDARD

Wholesale and
WINE, spimrr,
& CIDER MERCH 4
0

SATURDAY, 23rd AUG., 1958
Division 1l
SWINDON TOWN CANYOUHELP?
e Have you got any old
WREXHAM Wrexham and Wales
programmes oF
memorabilia for sale or

exchange?

1 5o, then please contact
Programme Editor David
Roberts ¢/o Wrexham AFC.
or send an e-mail to
der@ashmg.couk

it JESMOMND HOUSE HOTEL
T:V : Iy . RAC
from £10 (3 mies Prom Swindsn om A i
FULLY GUARANTEED e
Superdb Food wntil 1030 pam.
& CO. LTD. Chub Cocktail Bar

Telopbeme DD | g oophonss: MIGHWORTH 34 — M1

KEY OF THE BOARD

A — Manchester Lid, v Chelses
8 — Tomeoham H . Biackpoo!
C = Woalvarlumpton ¥ Nottngham Focri
D — Braesl Ciy v Rotherham
E -~ Lincain . Sundertand
F = [ Rrighion
G — Bournemouth . Southend United
H = Colchester U\ v Bury
I — Hall Cry v Plymouch Argyle
] — Mamficld Town ". Southampton
K — NMorwih C v. Newport Tounty
L == MNowx County . Accringron §
M — Resdiag v QP Rangers
N — Swedport C v Rochdale
O — Bradiord v, Warkinquon
P~ Carlishe Und v. Atdarshor
Q Coventry City v, Darimgron
R — Cryt Palace v Crowe A,
§ — Hurtlspocls v Sirrmwesbury
T — Watdod v Soutipon

THE EMBASSY

RESTAURANT

{Over Burkiams)
Victoria Rd. Swindon
COURSE LUNCHEON
Goed Fosd  Excelient Service
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TO THE RANKS »

reserves & youths

From Strength To Strength

There's plenty of catching up to do in this issue with
both the reserves and youth sides in action over the past
few weeks, but we'll begin with a Pontin's Holidays
League Division 1 (West) meeting with Macclesfield Town,
at the Racecourse, on Wednesday 3 March.

The Dragons were looking to build on the surprise 4-3
victory at League leaders Wigan Athletic a couple of weeks
earlier and did so with a hard fought 3-2 victory to earn
three points that lifted us two places up the table.

The opening goal arrived on 16 minutes when Mark

Mike Williams on the »

Jones slipped a lovely ball through the centre of the _magm“am“

Silkmen's defence for Lee Jones to race onto before slotting
the ball past keeper David Miskelly from a yard or so inside
the penalty area.

Back came the visitors and the experienced Martin
Carruthers should have done better with a 29th minute
header that struck the outside of the goal's stanchion.

The same combination that brought the Dragons’ first
goal then combined again, but this time Lee Jones’ angled
shot drifted just wide. A second goal did arrive on 38
minutes - though via rather fortunate circumstances.

It all came about because of a sloppy pass by Andrew
Smart that Lee Jones latched onto at the right hand side of
the penalty area. He tried to pick out striking partner Hector
Sam with a low cross. But, the ball instead struck Michael
Welch and deflected past a helpless Miskelly.

However, the Silkmen weren't consigning themselves to
defeat and responded with a good spell of pressure as the
minutes ticked away to the interval, culminating in
Carruthers scoring on 43 minutes after a Smart header had
been headed off the line by Steve Thomas.

The second half began with Joe Feeney on as a
replacement for Lee Jones who'd been taken off as a
precautionary measure with a hamstring problem, but the
change did little to disrupt the Dragons as they restored the
two-goal cushion on 57 minutes.

It was Paul Barrett that initiated the move with a ball
over the Macclesfield back line for Sam to chase. The
Trinidadian nodded the ball past a defender and continued
on an angled run towards the left-hand corner of the six-
yard box. He cut back inside and picked out Mark Jones
ghosting into the penalty area, and the young midfielder
coolly slotted the ball past Miskelly from 10 yards.

You'd have thought at that stage that the Dragons would
be able to see the rest of the game out to a comfortable
conclusion. But the visitors had other ideas and halved the
deficit almost immediately, when former Liverpool trainee
John Miles emphatically found the net at the far post after a
left-wing cross had evaded Carruthers at the near post.

Only the width of the crossbar denied Stephen
Brackenridge an 84th minute equaliser, as the Dragons were
forced onto the defensive in the closing stages. But hold on
they did, to make it a profitable couple of weeks for Joey
Jones' side.
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« Lee Jones - scored the ppening goal against Macclesfield.

Next up was a Youth Alliance League Cup Semi-Final
clash with Preston North End at Colliers Park a fortnight ago,
a game that saw the Dragons’ run in the competition end in
disappointing fashion with a 4-1 defeat.

“They are an under-19 side, and a good one as well,
while we are a younger side,” explained Steve Weaver

“They were stronger than us - not better than us. We've
got to match it when playing a good under-19 side. We had
four under-16s on the field at the end.

‘it was never a 4-1 game. In terms of keeping the ball we
were the better side. But they had four or five chances,
whereas we had six or seven but didn't take them. That was
the difference!

“We needed to take our chances, but on the day we
didn't.

"But overall | was pleased with the performance and
couldn't have asked much more from them.”

Unfortunately, the Dragons got off to the worst possible
start as Preston took the lead inside three minutes, but
several chances to equalise weren't taken and the missed
chances were rued as Preston doubled their lead from close
range after half-an-hour.

But the Dragons kept plugging away and Feeney was
unlucky with a shot from the left that squeezed under the
keeper's body but a defender raced back to clear from near
his own goal line with Duffy closing in. Feeney then forced
the keeper to parry away a powerful 20-yard effort just
before the break.

Preston extended their lead further early in the second
half, which was the signal for Joey and Steve to urge
against caution and go for broke, and this bold approach
should have yielded a penalty when a Duffy cross was
blocked by a defender's arm. But the referee gave a corner -
not a penalty!

“We went a bit gung-ho then,” added Steve. "We asked
the full backs to bomb on.

“But the second half went the same way as the first, with
us not taking our chances. We may as well lose by 4 as 2
and, in gong for it, that's where our problems came.”

The visitors extended their lead before the Dragons were
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rewarded for all their endeavours with the best goal of the
game.

A passing movement comprising something in the region
of 20 passes starting with Jones in the Dragons’ goal,
involving two-touch football, ended with Duffy putting Mike
Williams in and the full back lifted the ball over the
advancing keeper.

“We're disappointed not to win it because we thought
before the game that we had a great chance to win. Not
doing so was a blow for us,” said Steve.

“But we've done alright since October, and this was the
first game we've lost this year.

“The Cup was nice while it lasted - but it's gone now.”

Finally we cast our minds back ten days to when the
Dragons earned a home Pontin’s League Cup Semi-Final
clash with Sheffield Wednesday with an extra-time victory
over a Grimsby Town side that finished the Racecourse
encounter with only nine men.

Kirk Wheeler saw red on 25 minutes when, as last man,
he brought Hector Sam down a yard or so outside the
penalty area, and Tony Crane followed him for an early bath
for pulling Lee Jones back for the crucial match winning
penalty in the first extra-time period.

It shouldn't have gone that far though - far from itin fact
- as the Dragons wasted a whole catalogue of chances to
have won the game comfortably in the 90 minutes. But a
combination of poor finishing, good goalkeeping and some
hard luck - notably when a second half Sam effort struck a
post - saw the game head into an additional 30 minutes play.

What would ultimately prove to be the deciding goal
came in the last minute of the opening period when, as
mentioned earlier, Lee Jones was pulled back inside the
penalty area and composed himself before sending
Richardson the wrong way from the spot.

Thomas struck a post in the second period but the
Dragons were quite content to play keep ball against their
nine-man opponents, though Lee Jones did have a 'goal’
ruled out for offside late on.

A job well done - though it should have been done a lot
earlier than it was!
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Joe Feeney
Mark Harris
Liam Jones
Mark Anderson
Andy Spencer
Simon Spender
Kieran Quinn
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MATCH LINE-UPS
v. MACCLESFIELD
TOWN: Paul Whitfield,

Holmes, Wayne Leather,

PONTIN'S DIVISION ONE WEST

Date Opponents V Res Scorers .
20803 ShrewsburyToan  H 1-1Reed

260808 Oidham Athletic A0 _

100903 Rochdale H 40 Holmes, One, Whitley, L Jones
240908 Blackpool H 46 Crowell 2 Spender, Sam
081003 Stockport County A 23 Leather, Thomas

%10 Bury H 13 Dufly

81203 MaccleshieldToan A 22 L Jones?Z

101203  Carkisle United A 31 Amnstrong 2, Leather

210104 WiganAthletic  H 14 Bamet

110204  Stockport County H 24 M Jones, L Jones .
180204  Wigan Athietic A 43 Sam(3), Crowel

030304 MacclesfieldToom  H 32 L Jones(2), M. Jones

170304 Carlisle Unted H 40 McNuly, L Jones, M. Jones, Sam
A0 Bury E

310304 Blackpool A i

070404 ShrewsburyTown A

140404 Oidham Athietic H .
80404 Rochdale A

170803  Tranmere Rovers A 20 Thomas, Sam .
01.1003 MacclesfieliToon ~ H 21 Crowell, Robinson

191108 Carfisie United H 01

100304 GrmsbyTown(QF) H 1-0 L Jones

TBA Sheffield Wed (SF) H

UMBRO ISOTONIC YOUTH ALLIANCE =

Date  Opponents V Res Scorers

030803 PortVa H 1-1_Dufiy (pen)

20808 Mansfield Town H 2-1 Reed e
060903 MacclesfieldTown  H 1-1 Owen

130908 Notts County A 13 Reed

200908 ShrewsburyTown  H 02

210908 RotherhamUnited A 06

041003 Chester City A 12 Reed 8

181008 Chesterfield H 33 McNulty, Done, Fison

%1003 MacclesfieldToan A 2-2 Owen, Mackin

011103 Noits County H 16 Owen

081103 ShrewsburyTown A 30 Reed|(2). Feeney

151103  Rotherham United H 05

21101 Chester City H 03

061203 Chesterfield A 21 Reed(2

131203 PortVale A 13 Feeney

240104  Mansfield Town A 2-1 Reed Braisdell

140204 Chester City H 51 Reed(2), Duffy(2), Spender
210204 Darfington A 2-1 Leather, 0G

130304  Halifax Town H 122 M Wiliams

200304  York City - H

710804 Rochdale A

100404 Bumiey H 3

170404 Bury A ]
240404  Macclesfield Toon A

LEAGUE CUP

11.1008 _ Oidham Athletic (1) A 3-1 Owen, Macan, Duffy i
21108 PortVale (2) A 31 Duffy Feeney, Bihon-Price

070204 Rotherham United(3) H 3-2 Braisdell, Duffy (pen), Reed
060304 Preston NorthEndi4) H 14 M Wiliams

4 Top of the page Hector Sam scored our fourth goal against Cariisie United.
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=5 Free Parking at
m o Y | DAVID KELLY
- 18]
e lege?:wrlf . CAR DlSMANTI.ERs

Can'l find a place to park?
Kids bungry?

Need a Drink? Might mass the kick -off? | |
NOURISHMENT NOT PUNISHMENT

You'll find us right next to the train station, only three stops
from the Racecourve.
Any Reds fans coming down the A35 or from
Buckley/Deeside, juot turn right into Hope and The Bridge
L z‘l"’rf‘:"/:-f'pu/' on the left before the nu‘/u'.:‘u /'n'lfl,k‘.

COLLECTORS CAR SPECIALIST
FULL RESTAURANT FACILITIES

BARSNACKS - CARRY OUTS - CHILLED LAGERS 1000 CARS ON SITE
TRADITIONAL BEERS £

oad ¢ : s avidke uk
PHIL &3 SYL 01978 760977 WEBSITE Mﬂﬂ&lﬂkﬂﬂ&M
COACHES WELCOME BY PRIOR APPOINTMENT 577 Tel: WREXHAM 843253.

FOR ALL YOUR GLASS & GLAZING REQUIREMENTS

JOHN R. BOYLE

(WREXHAM) Ltd. Established over 40 years

TRADITIONAL GLASS MERCHANTS

8
%
uPVC WINDOWS & DOORS mmw *
3%

Plate - Sheet - Mirrored -

Safety Glass - Double and Secondary Glazing SHOP
(Supply or supply & fitted)

Leaded Design - Safety Film 24

Original Leaded Lights Repaired HOUR

TRADE & RETAIL CALL-OUT

FOR PROMPT ACTION CONTACT: BOARDING

5RB UNIT 4, PANDY INDUSTRIAL ESTATE, UP

PANDY, WREXHAM SERVICE
Tel: (01978) 266319 Fax: (01978) 361598

e e LA L T e~ 2 e e B R I 3
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Today's featured photograph takes us back to the
glory days of the 1977-78 season when Wrexham
virtually swept all hefore them in both League and
Cup.

The Third Division Championship was deservedly
clinched with a 1-1 draw at Hereford United, with some
8,500 Reds fans somehow squeezing into Edgar Street.
Promotion itself had been secured seven days earlier
with a 7-1 demolition of Rotherham United, Graham
Whittle scoring a hat-trick on what was a truly
memorable day for everyone connected with the club.

The Reds also reached the quarter-finals of both the
F.A. Cup and League Cup, falling to Arsenal and
Liverpool respectively after two titanic struggles at the
Racecourse.

In the FA. Cup, Wrexham had crushed Bristol City
and Newcastle United, both top flight sides, before
facing the minnows of Blyth Spartans in the fifth road.
On a bitterly cold day, the pitch was very icy and there
was much debate as to whether the game itself would
be played.

With the BBC Match of the Day cameras in
attendance, referee Mr A. Gray gave the game the go
ahead much to the delight of the 20,000 spectators
crammed into the Racecourse. In a dour encounter, the
conditions negated much of Wrexham'’s free-flowing
football and a shock looked on the cards when Terry
Johnson capitalised on Alan Hill's back pass to give
Blyth an early lead.

Wrexham laid siege to the visitors’ goal but it took a
last gasp equaliser from none other than Dixie McNeil
to force the tie into a replay. Les Cartwright,
resplendent in his white boots, took a corner from the
edge of the Mold Road Stand. The flag itself would not
stand up but despite this, the referee allowed him to
continue and so McNeil's was able to force home what
proved to be a highly controversial goal.

Our picture features an incident during the first half
when Graham Whittle sent a glancing header just wide
of the post, with the old Turf viewing room evident in
the background.
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sponsorship matters sponsor Kit

1. ANDY DIBBLE 131 PAUL WHITRELD
il CLUB SPONSORS HEATONS COMMERCIAL B3 SCIE LIMTTED
Matty Crowell was the | SOUCITORS Total Fitness

MoM choice selected by . i
the Official Wrexham

AFC Supporters

Association, our match

Sponsors against a
Grimsby Town. The

Wales U21 international

midfielder is seen here person nEI

presenting a signed shirt

2 JIM WHITLEY 14 PAUL EDWARDS

HOLYWELL REDS

1 SHAUN HOLMES 15 CRAIG MORGAN
t Carroll Clarke JACKO'S INDEPENDENT WREXHAM AFC. OFFICIAL
chairman of the TRAVELLERS SUPPORTERS’
Association ASSOCIATION
West Bromwich Albion  Gap Personnel
Huddersfield Town  Gap Personnel > 4 STEPHEN ROBERTS 16, MATT CROWELL
Chesterfield _Round Deakin SHROPSHIRE REDS EMMA, AMY &
Brentford Celyn Financial Services Supporting Wrexham AFC GRANDAD PARRY
Bournemouth _MFM PD. Box 547
QPR il NFU Mutual s Shrewsbury SY3 8YY
Plymouth Argyle Isringhousen
Port Vale John R. Boyle (Wrexham] Ltd. / Robertson | & Jones 5 BRIAN CAREY 17. MARK JONES
Bristol City = Minera Roof Trusses RU FRAMED MAF ENGINEERING
Oldham Athletic —Calverly Deakin = {UK) LTD
Colchester United European Sheeting
Wycombe Wanderers Shropshire Reds el
Peterhorough United  News of the World
Blackyonl Gareth Collins > 6 DENNIS LAWRENCE 18. SHAUN PEJIC
Sheffield Wednesday  Lioyd Morris Electrical B LONDON REDS' PHIL HAYNES, ACE TAXIS,
‘Notts County ~ Just Go Travel SUPPORTERS CLUB GWERSYLLY
Stockport Coun Edmundson Electrical
S "y HSBe BALL SPONSORS
Rushden & Diamonds  Eric Roberts Builders
g‘.“l!.h_! Town WAFC Supporters Association 1. CARLOS EDWARDS 18 STEVE THOMAS
Swindon Town MEM MAGIC SOUNDS DISCO SIAN EDWARDS
Tranmere Rovers Minera Roof Trusses B - Tel: {07711) 588198
Hartlepool United Department of Transport
Luton Town Holywell Reds

Brighton & Hove Albion  Jacko's Independent Travellers
e — — £ LEE JONES B 20 HECTOR SAM

Consulting |

TAYLOR ENGINEERING PETER & GARETH
- = SALES
Tel: (01978) 660303

West Bromwich Albion  Gap Personnel
Huddersfield Town Gap Personnel
Chesterfield The Hole in the Wall, Black Lion Inn, Bersham 3. CHRIS ARMSTRONG DENIS SMITH
Brentford Les Read Memarabilia . EXECUTIVE CAVALIERS KEVIN JARMAN,
Bournemouth Terry Hack B MONTERREY, CALIFORNIA,
QPR Wilko Racing USA
Plymouth Argyle Nige! Roberts / Kings Head, Bwichgwyn
Port Vale ___Andy Williams; Magic Sounds Disco
Bristol City ___Ad Connect il =i 10. DARREN FERGUSON KEVIN RUSSELL
Oldham Athletic The Hole In the Wall - Black Lion Inn, Bersham DUNCAN & ALISON RICHARD, GWEN
Colchester United John Nugent / Hans van Hijden g s QUAINTON VILLAGE AND JOHN HUGHES
Wycombn Wanderers Malcolm Davies & Sons Builders STORES
Peterborough United Round Deakin
Blackpool Waynes World
Sheffield Wednesday  Britvic, Swan Inn, Shropshire Reds T, GRS \LEWLTS JOEY JONES
Notts County Wrexham Club Ties DAVID GRAY * GARETH COLLINS
Stockport County Malcolm Davies & Sons Builders whenv red-passion com
Barnsley Round Deakin / Nibbs
Rushden & Diamonds Quainton Village Stores
Grimsby Town ~_ Shirley Bate y . ,
Swindon Town W2 Consulting = 12 AR SRARETY MELFREC
Tranmere Rovers The Hole in the Wall, Bersham DAVE HUGHES Yo spomser; ring Phil on
Hartlepool United MAF Engineering (UK) Lid Y, 0197 5%
Luton Town Paul Williams, Golf Professional -

Brighton & Hove Albion _ The Hole in the Wall, Bersham
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Tired of scrambling around for your
mobile only to finally find it and then
realise it wasn't actually your phone
ringing?

Do o

Ringtones
Stick rom th
polyp
latest for
mass
tones 0

WO

Java Game
Do
hund
your

long away jou

The Difmln SMS ser

And last

Remember, every time you spend
money in the mobile zone, you're
supporting the club. Se, if you're
going to spice up your mobile, make
sure you help the club at the same
time.

WWW.WREXHAMBET.CO UK

The only service that makes money
for the club and also offers you
great odds on Wrexham matches.
Check us out online or open your
own wrexhambet account over the
phone. Just call 0800 032 3365 and
remember to say that wrexhambet
sent you!

wrexhambet

Our Official Online Betting Service bet365

WIN, LOSE 5
r DRAW?

T'S YOUR|
GALL!

TO PLACE YOUR BET

Quote: wrexhambet

TPl t) T Y - 1st GOAL SCORER * SCORECASTS

* 90 MINUTES * CORRECT SCORE
AND MANY MORE...

Each bet benefits the club!

First time telephone betting customers placing a bet in their first call will receive a
FREE bet on their club's next match to the same stake total (maximum free bet £10)

www.wrexhamafc.co.uk
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TELLS THE STORY »

nationwide division 2 statistics

m Margins of Victory Comebacks } Scoring Chances per Game
Games WON by 19 2gs 3gs  dgs 5+ EEE PRI ;. of Shots per game  ON Target OFF Target
Plymouth 6 11 2 2 Boaas 5 Piymouth B.03 E 59
Bristol City 13 be 1 1 1 SRt 8 4 E”SU;“ City é? - 1‘;
o — QPR 9 3 5 1 1 - Bo ~g-0.4 4 apg o B17 5.22
Swindon 8 =] o 1 0 Lu B 3 Notts County 5.81 5.32
H Brighton 6 6 4 1 0 Che C 0 3 3 e 556 544
Port Vale 10 2 3 1 o Rushden g:-8-3.3 Bournemouth 5.53 5.31
Bournemouth 12 1 1 o 1 : oo 3 38 Colchester 9.37 2.37
Wrexham 0 3 1 1 0 : ' ook e - o
1 N Luton 8 & 1 o o % Wrexham 589 450
H Hartepool 7 5 1 (8] 1 T— Blackpool B.11 a.E§
Rushden B 5 1 1 0  fro IR Rl Hertiepcol ggg er
Blackpool 9 1 1 1 O (3 S 5 - ] B:?,IS;;L 5.84 4.30
Barnsley 7 4 1 (5] O R R Brighton 5.62 448
Colchester =] 3 (o) (o} o 8 a % g §=m Vaie gg: 2 gg]
Sheff Wed a 2 1 (6] 0 ranimers |
Chesterfield a8 4 1 2] a TR © o | Chesterfield 4.97 4.33
Peterborough 5 1 e B 1 b B0 3 8 Stockport 481 443
Brentford 38 1 o 1 8] Brentford 4.65 3.92
N Notts County B 2 2 (8] 8] ft Headed Gl)iis Wyrombe 448 368
Tranmere 7 o 2 8] 8] = . -
Ot a 3 5 0 1 it e haadars # Scored in last 15 mins
Stockport 4 3 8 O 8] " ) Cluh Boals R 76.90
Wycombe 1 1 a 0 O Friio Plymouth 7 Bristol City 18
oy . .- - . Mooney - Swindan - 7 Swindon 18
iid  Scorer’s Points Gained & Scoring Run Sogon  Pymoun & JG 1
= oome n MmE e Een ¢ B
Leon Knight 22 063 18 3 I 32 ; 16
§ — Scott Taylor 16 052 47 3 By st S 12
m Tommy Mooney 19 0.53 16 4 g =% Bristol City a4
Wayne Andrews 11 023 13 4 & Miller BrsolCty 4
1] Steve McPhee 17 A8k 4 8 Evans Bymouch 4
Lee Peacock 12 0.38 12 3 R “Lowe ush b
Guytain Ndumbu-Nsungu 3 056 12 2 4 Bmp s gﬁmt 3 g
| | Paul Heffernan 17 055 1 3 4 - 13
Steve Howard 9 0.36 11 2 5 = 2
= Kevin Gallen 15 043 10 3 B Long Range Goals B =
Warren Feenay 10 a.2s 10 4 2 . g a2
Gynn Hurst 10 045 10 3 5 Most goals from Dutside 18 yd box .
Kevin Betsy 8. 025 10 2 28 . W Set Piece Goals
m g e swes e g3 - gl b g et U w {2 n (o Doden 2 = R e ik
21 win, gus worth 2 pts. Also showa s poals per game figurw and somber of mes glayer scored st 9@l Cyperer  Brighton 3 Plyrmouth 10 13
3 Peacock Bristol City 3 Harte 5 10
= oy Fouls & Dffsides per game Vine Cocresir 3 [ESEve 7
] Anderson Gnmsby 3 aPR 5
FOULS Gms Fouls Ave  DFFSIDES Gms Difsides Awe  Strachan . 3 Stockport 4
QPR 36 588 16.33 Rushden 37 168 457 Padula PR 3 Swindon 5
Tranmere 35 496 14.97  Liton 35 157 4.49 J9Ck FAushden g Brentford 8
Nots County 37 505 13.85  Peterborough 37 159 4.30. Mcoporman  Wycombe Brighton -
Bamsley 37 303 1358 Chesterfield 38 154 428 Y
= Brentford 37 495 1338 Hartepoul 36 152 422 b hﬂ" Goals Scored g
Luton 35 457 1334 BrswlGty 35 147 408 o  FIRST 10 mins of match
Wycombe 37 484 13.08 Oldham 36 139 386 Mast goals in H“*‘“
= Coichester 35 457 13.08 Grimsby a7 : >
Pymouth 37 478 12.82 Blackpool = 38 :
§ Gumeby 37 475 1286 Cochester 35 127 353 yfiorer  Nosscooy 5 NERCES
Brighton 37 473 1278 Stockport 37 133 359 grooker Port, Vale Oidharm
(C - EVERY CLUB, EVERY GAME jj
Z ...FROM THE PREMIERSHIP E
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Managerial changes, new signings, clubs in crisis, we have it all
here in Division Two. At this stage of the season we are seeing those
clubs who are ambitious, those who are resigned to relegation and those
who are prepared to fight to get out of trouble or into the play-ofis

It's certainly a strange time to change your manager - I've always
thought. Barely ten games left and any new man only has a chance of just
a few games 1o get the blend right for the challenge ahead. On the other
hand, a change now allows the fresh face to see who he wants to keep
and who he will dispense with in the summer,

This month has seen changes at Oldham and Rushden, the latter
appointing former Wrexham centre back Barry Hunter until the end of the
season. These are times of change at Nene Park, where the Griggs empire
that created the club looks a littie more uncertain. The fact that former
manager Brian Talbot was not allowed to strengthen the side, obviously
played a large part in his decision to walk out on the Irthlingborough club
after seven years, and move 1o Didham as their new boss. He gave many a
disgruntied press conference after a number of games this season and it
must have come as no surprise ta the fans that he upped and left

That he has gone to Oldham is a strange one, as he has of course been
promised a pot of gold clearly, but how the fortunes of the Latics have
changed over the course of this season

Talbot has already made his intentions clear in signing a couple of
players soon, after last Saturday’s goalless draw at Boundary Park against
Colchester.

“They did not look like scoring and to be honest we did not either, we
had a few chances and | can see why it's been a difficult season here and
| know there is work to do. The first job is to keep us up and we still need
to reach my target of 50 points, sooner rather than later. | will be working
with the players and perhaps having a word with the owners here and
asking about the chances of bringing in one or two others

So what then of Brentford’s decision to sack Wally Downes. Mixed
views have abounded the internet since his departure on Sunday. The
supporters’ body "BIAS" campaigned prior to the weekend for his
departure, and all seemed on track following Sunday's announcement, but
it appears to have backfired for the Bees’ fans after his departure, with a
twist in the tale

BIAS wrote on the Beesotted.com website: ‘With regret we feel it
necessary to write as a body to register grave concern that the BIAS
committee harbours regarding the prospects of the club avoiding
relegation this season under the managership of Wally Downes

“At the time of writing, with one win from our last seventeen games, the
degree of improvement required as a matter of urgency, greatly exceeds
that which it is credible to believe Mr Downes is capable of inspiring

“We do not wish to question Wally's character or dedication in any way
We are certain that he has striven to the best of his ability to turn our
fortunes around, and it is truly unfortunate for all concerned that such an
overwhelming number of fans must concede that he has failed”

No punches pulled there and that after this assurance by club director
John McGiashan, during the previous week: "Wally's position is nol even on
the agenda, iU's not even an issue. We will do whatever we have to do and
will back Wally to get it right. We will give him whatever needs, and we will
try to find money from somewhere.”

However, fans pressure and a defeat a1 home to Stockport, despite
pulverising the Hatters goal, tipped the balance against Downes

The club issued a statement that: "It was with regret that the board felt
they had to make the decision to relieve Wally Downes of his responsibility
as manager of Brentford Football Club.*

Quite a turnaround and with just ten games left the gamble had been
taken - but then the twist

Just as supporters were digesting the news that they had wished for,
the club revealed that Downes would be receiving compensation

Chairman Eddie Rogers revealed after the sacking that, part of the
considerable fee that Brentford received from Southampton in January for
the transfer of keeper Paul Smith, would have to be forfeited to pay oft
Downes.

This has incensed the fans, but it surely emphasises the perils of
decisions to sack your manager, without considering the financia

WE ARE HERE »

nationwide division 2 round-up

Don't Panic Captain Mainwaring!

FANCY A ALUTTER?

First goalscorer and
correct results brings big
winnings. How about
Chris Armstrong and a 2-
0 success today — 45/11
For more Wrexham
specific odds, click onto:
www. wrexhambet.co.uk

considerations. In Brentford’s case, the reaction was not in any way
knee-jerk, as the club had experienced five straight defeats as well as
being locked in the bottom four for much of the campaign

They then appointed Garry Thompson, Downes” assistant, until the end
of the season. So with a six figure sum in Downes pocket and Brentford
left with no cash to spend, can Thompson stop the rot? Well if the form
guide is anything to go by then he has a thankless task, the goals for
column has been the Bees problem this term, averaging just one a game

On Tuesday, Thomson rallied the side to a 1-1 draw at Blackpool, but
that may still not be enough as it is only wins that will keep the club in
Division Two. But the glimmer of hope is there and with just three top hall
sides to play until the end of the season they do have a chance, albeit a
slim one.

Fellow strugglers and battlers Stockport are also fighting, with seven
points gained from their last three games. They managed an excellent 2-2
draw at Hartlepool on Tuesday and it is an indication of how far they have
come in recent times under Sammy Mcllroy. County glso have just three
games against top half sides in their run in, and my spies at Edgeley Park
report that since the speculation of Aaron Wilbraham coming 1o the
Racecourse in a swap deal with Hector Sam, which was aborted, his
form has been sublime. Transfer talk looks 1o have had a very positive
effect on the Knutsford born striker, who has been at the club since his
schooldays.

Wycombe cannol buy a win at the moment, they drew for the 15th time
this term at Caolchester on Tuesday, the Essex side themselves now just
four points from safety. Notts County received a setback in their fight for
survival, losing 2-1 at Nene Park and, in aoing so, handing Diamonds
manager Barry Hunter his first win. County have a tough run in and it
would be a miracle if they did stay up, given the fact that they began the
season in admnistrabion

Chesterfield have to be careful, especiglly after Tuesday's home defeat
by Brighton, a result that also keeps the Seagulls in the play-off hunt

Thase play-offs are now within Bournemouth's reach following a fine
2-0 victory at Sheffield Wednesday three days ago, that result being the
Owis’ fifth at Hillsborough this term and only Bournemouth'’s fifth on the
road, which takes them level on points with Luton Town in sixth place

Swindon’s promotion push also continued on Wednesday evening and
a 2-0 success over Grimsby keeps the east coast side deep in trouble,
just above the relegation zone

Plymouth are not interested in the play-offs, as they remain clear at
the top thanks to a midweek win over Peterborough, which was Posh's
first defeat in four games. Without Paul Sturrock now, who left the
Pilgrims 1o take over at Southampton, but his legacy clearly lives on at
Home Park

So the final run in has begun, and it was at this stage last season that
we started a run that ended in promotion. Twenty eight goals scored and
just nine conceded in eight wins and two draws, catapuited us into
Division Two. I'm dreaming, are you?

SATURDAY 14 FEBRUARY

Bamsley 3 v Pon Vale R
Brentiord v Rushden & Diamonds
Brighton & HA v Colchester United
Bristol City Oidham Athletic
'Gnmsny Town v Hartlepool United
Luton Town v Plymouth Argyle
Notts County - Chesterfield
'lagtérbcrcugh United v Tranmere Rovers
Stockport County v Sheffield Wednesday
Wycumbeﬂanderers v QPR

44 Top: Brian Talbot, Leit Wally Downes
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TO SEE YOUR GLORY »

statistics 2003/2004

match by match

DATE OPPONENYS  V RES ATT AWAY POS REFEREE _SCORERS TEAM — —
9 Sa CHESTERRELD H o0 6 o1 - A M Pern Dibbie CEdwerds PEdwardsy  Thomasy
12 T CreweiCainaCupll A 02 T = T Parkes B __ Dibbie CEiwards PEiwends  Thomasw
% Smt  NousCourty A 0 AT M 8 C Boyeson Sam (581 | CEiwards P Edwardsy  Thomas
B Sa BRENTFORD H W e 15 4 AR Leake Lawrence (18) = C.Edwards  PEdwerds  Thomasw
% Mon _Sheffieid Wednesday A 32  MAm 153 2 F. Swetmn ! (% Loy 58 C Edwards 4] | Dibbie C Edwards P Edwardsy _ Thomas
X Sat  AFC BOURNEMOUTH H &1 a8 1 B A Bates Dibbie Ciowards P Edwerds Thomas
13 Sal  Swindon Town A M 6160 20 1 L Cabie Dibbie Lawesnce C. Edwards
% Tue OUEENSPARKRANGERS H 02 458 537 M Glaws ] . Divbie Laverence C Edwards
2 Ss  PLYMOUTH ARGYLE H 22 396 58 13 MRm Lavwrence 281, L Jones (&2) Disie Lewrence G Edwaros
7 Sz TmamersRovers A B2 140 12 C Webster . L Jones 83, Holmes 648 Dibole i Lawrence C Edwards
P Te Halepool Unted A 02 4671 6 CFoy Dibbie Lawrence C Edwardsw
OCTOBER 7 I == 3
4 S PORTVALE H 21 582 138 1 GCain L Jonesi(B) _ Dibdev  Fobets Lawrerce  C Edwards
14 Toe  MORECAMBE (LDV1) H &1 108 W - Ebass Lbones 37, 51154, SamB8  \Wieeld loweence  C Eowarisy
18 Sst BRISTOLOTY H 00 4465 GB W MCamenh : | D& Lawerce  CEdwardsy
21 Tee OLDHAM ATHLETIC  H &0 3% M M MMessias L Jones(C ot ) Laence 52 ML bmes @8 Dibbie N Llawaence Chiwads PHlwards  Sam
%5 Sm  Rushden & Damonds A 32 am & 3 KFend C Edvvards (10} Ferguson (3% Sam (55] | Dihie |Lawrence C Edwards
3B Tue Bamsloy - A 12 % M 9 MCowbum ) Holmes 74 Lawwence  C Edwands
3N fm COLCHESTER UNITED H 489 19 9 = RProsser B lwwsence  C Edwerdsw
5 Wed Swckpon County (LIV2) A 45 - s - A Hat s 9 Holres (43 S (88 Ammsmong 1) Whahiald Pejc Thomas
8 Sat  YeoviTown(FACY) A 14 59 20 C Poron N Dibble Lawrence C Edwards
11 Tie Biscipool A W i 2 7 S Matseson : . Dibble Lawrence C Echwards
15 Sat  Luton Town . A 23 556 1% 1 I. Ketie Db Lawrence C. Edwards Sar
Z Sm WYCOMBEWANDERERS H 00 328 20 11 G Saisbuy _ lawence  CEowerds  PEowerds  Samv
A8 Sa  Brgion & Hove Albon A 062 502 11 1] T Baes Lawrence CEhowards PEdwards  Sam
DECEMBER i - i ) -
H 20 im 1% n D. Pugh Carey {671, Sam 75 i Carey Lwrence G Edwar F: Edwards Thomasw
A ) 6% 150 B TLoske e Carey Lawrence CEdwards P Edwards m
H & BN 120 6 M. Coaper Dibble rgany Lawrence ads PEdwards  Sam al
H 12 87 1 71 D. Cnick Popcy Carey PEdwards  Samw il
A 12 39 3 8 K Wigit Morgan Carny Phiweds  San
H B iz =™ 10 RPearson 4 Dibbie Morgany Carey P Edwards Sam
AR IR W 1 G. Heggley Liewedyn (13, Thomas {23}, Ammstrong 63} Dibbie Roberss Caro PEdwnardsy  Thomasy
A 10 % 3 5 P Armstrong . Armstrong (724 . Dinbie Robers Carey P Edwartds Thomas
A 20 105 M M. Whithy Sam (15}, Robents 78) Dibbie Roberts Morgan _PEdwardsw _ Sam
H M SE6 7 8  LMason Dibblo Roberts Carmy PEdwards  Thomasw
H 19 ] 6 M Warren welyn 24 Ditsble: Raberts Margan PEdwards  Thomas
A 01 13811 507 9 P Danson Ginhle Roberts Carey PEiwardsy  Thomasw
A 06 588 M k] L Probert : Diibtre Roberts Careyw L Jonesw Thomasy
H 11 380 W8 9 E Evans C Edwards 20 Dibbie Raberts Carey Pegc PEdwards  Crowell
H3® @ W™ 9 B. Curson Crowel 3¢ Armstrong 36, 37 Pejic Morgan Lawrence PEdwards  Crowely
borough Unite A 15 43 ™ 9 N Miiller Liewelin 21 c Momany Lawwrence PEdwerds  Cronely
16 Tue (ueens Park Rangers A 02 3% 20 10 S. Tomiin Roberts Carey Lawrence PEdwards  Thomss
2 Sat_ SWINDONTOWN H =
24 Wed CARDIFFCITY (PC-SH H OSSN TN AT A A A S DT, & AT,
I Sat_ Pymath Argye A ?:
B
" i Lindsey Matthews
H o
H !
= | Everyone at the football club §
A . a "
8 Su BRGHTON&HA A ¢+ would like to wish Linz a happy
15 Sat_ Pay-OnSF - > : e
19 Wed Piay-OF SF2 N 18th Birthday — it’s such a shame X
2 SaFACpFnal &
3 S PoyOffess ~ | she has to work today though! N
A Ociam At : — | i
]
: :
‘ é
§
N — i
'
X

3-1- e N RN R I O A A D AN R AT R Y ATANY -.‘:-.T:r-:.\w‘-.\wt\w,\‘:“i

3 red dragon news www.wrexhamafc.co.uk



STAND ASIDE »

_ SUBSTITUTES P_g".’_ﬂ l F

L=

(=M S I~ [ =]

| — }u’!

NEXT AT HOME

PEJIC, Shaun
ROBERTS, Sieve
SAM, Hector
THOMAS, S
WHITHELD, P
VHITLEY, Jim

CARDIFF CITY

FAW Premier Cup semi-final
Wednesday, 24 March — 7.00pm
Adults £6.00 — Concs £4.00

oS00 oo wm

disciplin
TRANMERE ROVERS
(Ticket — Only)
Nationwide League Div 2
Saturday, 3 April — Noon
Ticket details on website

Player e Player

B e e s S
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THE REDS ARE COMING »

we're on the road to...

and finally...

Plymouth Argyle

SATURDAY 27 MARCH 2004 KICK-OFF 3.00PM

Its been a difficult time of late away from the
Racecourse for the Dragons and the games don't get any
easier with our next fixture when we make the long
journey to southern Devon to take on league leaders
Plymouth Argyle at Home Park.

Despite the recent setback
with the departure of
manager Paul Sturrock to
take over the Southampton
hot seat from fellow Scot
Gordon Strachan, the Pilgrims
don't appear to have suffered
unduly since Kevin
Summerfield assumed charge
on a caretaker basis. To date
they have recorded two
further victories and a draw to
maintain their position at the
top of Division Two which
they now lead by a clear
seven points following their 2-
0 victory over Peterborough
United last Tuesday, the same
night that nearest rivals
Queens Park Rangers kept the
pressure on, defeating
ourselves by the same score-
line.

With only nine league
games remaining, the Pilgrims
are entering the final furlong
of a long campaign and with
promotion rivals Bristol City
due at Home Park for what is
being billed as a possible title
decider, Argyle midfielder
David Friio stresses that home
form holds the key to The
Pilgrims fate this season.

Speaking to the Western

_is unnecessary

Morning News following
Plymouth's pulsating 2-1
victory over Swindon Town
which ended the Wiitshire
club’s eleven match unbeaten
run, the goal scoring
midfielder said: "It was a great
result on Saturday. It was
really important to win at
home and we did it well.”

The transition from the
Sturrock era to Kevin
Summerfield's caretaker spell
does not appear to have
damaged the Pilgrims
determination to finish the
season in style by clinching
promotion. David Friio
believes that continuity is the
key and that, with both
Summerfield and coach John
Blackley having known the
squad for a long time, change

“We are winning,” the
Frenchman said, "So we work
in exactly the same way on
the pitch. We know what we
have to do to win and we
have been successful for
three years, so why change
now? Later on we will think
about the situation of the club,
but at the moment we are
really focussed”

From Wrexham follow the ASE3 and A5 south i Shrewshury and then take the M5 to the
ME Comtinue south to the RAC Control Centre at Waksall and join the M5 Contimuse south 1o the end
of the M5 at Exoter when it becomes the A38 Devon Expressway Stasy on the ASS it Plymouth and

sigres will direct you to Home Park. There & a lage o

park adjacent to the ground

The main rail station is Plymouth North Road I is served by inter Caty trains from London
Paddington and Cross Courmry trams from Barmingham New Street
By Coach As usual the away trvel club will be nunning transport 1o the game leaving from the main
chub car park. Please contact the club shop fior details of prices

snd departre bimes.
Panvesy Supponers are

modem covered all seater stand, seats

£11 (DAP's & students) and

rom vendors arownd the groed as
well as withm Home Park
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It Never Rains . ..

| suppose Leicester City boss Micky Adams, as he looked
forward to some rest and relaxation in La Manga, Spain, must
have thought that he had left the worries of a disappointing
season behind him for a short while. With the Foxes looking
amongst the favourites to become the lift club of the
Premiership he must have been hoping that recharging the
batteries on a short holiday cum training session in sunny
Spain would have led to the Foxes returning ready, willing and
able to mount a late charge for safety.

However, with the events that occurred after a late night
drinking session still shrouded in mystery, there is no doubt that
the verdict on the trip to Spain has to be disastrous and one
that Adams would not have envisaged in his worst nightmare.
Even if the remaining three players who are still held in the
Spain at the time of writing (Frank Sinclair, Paul Dickov and
Keith Gillespie) are released and eventually found innocent, this
Sword of Damocles will still hang over the Foxes for a long
time

It's funny how everybody is saying that this state of events
has only come about because of the advent of the Premiership
and that prior to 1993 all football players were angels who
never erred. Well | seem to recall a similar event occurring
over twenty years ago concerning top flight players. This also
concerned an accusation of rape following a players’ night out,
only this time it wasn't sunny Spain but snowy Sweden, and
Southampton was the team involved

The aftermath of a night out following an UEFA Cup match in
Sweden was two of the Southampton squad being accused of
rape; there was a trial and the two players concerned were
cleared. However, as they were found not guilty, and, as mud
sticks, it would be unfair to name names after all these years

So, back to the present! Micky Adams will be hoping more
than anything for a similar outcome from his holiday from hell in
La Manga and, no doubt, he will be promising himself that if
there is to be a next time in La Manga for Leicester City he will
make sure they will train so hard and so long that they will all
so knackered from their endeavours that they won't want to do
anything else apart from sleep!

Who knows? It could be an ill wind, if Leicester can develop
a siege mentality, and turn all their recent negative publicity
and back luck to a positive end then they may well be able to
scrap their way out of trouble. Adams is a fighter and a winner
as his previous successes with Fulham and Brighton
demonstrate. If he can instil that attitude into his players, the
Foxes may yet be starting next season in the Premiership!
Well... he can but hope!

Clean living Eddie (As long as | don't break the eleventh
commandment!)

PROGRAMME TEAM

Co-Editors David Roberts, Geraint Parn
Contributors Paul Atherton, Eddie Da r

Paul Davies, Mark Griffiths, Pater Jones, Paul Sleeman, Steve Trinick,
Shaun Williams, & Nigel Wynn

Photographs Les Evans, Wrexham Evening Leader

The views expressed in this programme are nol necessarily those ot
Wrexham AFC.

Printers Engraving Services Ltd. Tel 0161 226 1197 Fax 0161 227 9554
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WREXHAM IS THE NAME W

team check racecourse me

01 andy dibble

02 jim whitley

03 shaun holmes
04 stephen roberts
05 brian carey

06 dennis lawrence
07 carlos edwards
08 |e= jones

089 chris armstrong
10 darren ferguson
11 chris llewellyn
12 paul barrett
13 paul whitfield
14 paul edwards
15 craig morgan
168 matt erowell
17 mark jones
18 shaun peijic
18 steve thomas
228 jimmy mcnulty
23 hector sam

ga

personnel

Saturday, 26 January, 2002

Foothall League Division Two

WREXHAM 2 SWINDON TOWN 2

WREXHAM: Rodgers, Whitley (Chalk), Holmes, Carey, Robens,
Phillips, Ferguson, Thomas, Sam (Edwards), Faulconbndge, Trundle
Scorers: Faulconbridge 30, Carey 72

SWINDON TOWN: Griemink, Willis, Davis, Heywood, Reeves,

cible, Sabin, Duke

— Scorers: Grazioli 73, Reeves 90
Referee: G. Cain
Attendance: 2 879

. Having managed just one solitary draw from their previous four
swindon town games, Wrexham knew a win was essential if they were to harbour

01 bart griemink realistic hopes of avoiding relegation to the d Division

’ Consultine The Dragons made the perfect start when Craig Faulconbridge
O2 sean o’hanion = opened the scoring on the half-hour mark, sending a delightful
04 matt hewlett 2 curling shot past former Birmingham City keeper Bart Griemink
06 andy gurney Brian Carey doubled the lead on 72 minutes when he capitalised on

07 sammy igoe an error from Griemink to force the ball home from close range.

- Sadly for Wrexham, the visitors’ response was immediate with

08 tommy mooney TODAY'S MASCOTS Guiliano Graziloi reducing the arrears inside 60 seconds. Worse was
08 sam parkin to follow when Alan Reeves headed home Bobby Howe's last minute
Ay PR N Today's mascot is 12-year-old corner to deny the Dragons a much needed three points
10 stefani miglioranzi c v 1 ag s dt po
. . JAMES RHYS CROTHWER
11 david duke from Mold. He afiends the
14 jon stevensaon Castell Alun in Hope, enjoys ez 3 o
: = playing foothall, cricket and B In the interest of Spectator Safety the following conditions apply at the
15 andrew nicholas diama. He also names Carlos Racecourse Ground and will be enforced by the Club’s stewards, with the
16 rory fallon Edwards as his favourite full support of North Wales Police
17 brian howard REMEMBER
We hope James and his B The club has th ot e
18 matthew heywood ‘ family have a day to o N0 TN
: to be searched by tho fails to
20 rhys evans Gl remember comply with ins Tom &8 Stew d from the
22 alan reeves hose behaviour could reasonably be construed as
N - @ o other

25 steve robinson
26 slan young
28 steve smith

29 chris T:aylor'

er supporters B 1o
) the playing

ating liquor, to

such as

s which

r N =
Referee M S PIKE
Assistant Referees A J HORTON & D. UNSWORTH

Fourth Official P EASTW00D

:hréslez:wng_ g
M Persol
Exclusion 0
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